





written with only prose in mind and with little attention to the effect on the
reader of the writer’s choices. The wording of the criteria will shape, extend
or limit the possibilities for how English is assessed and therefore studied. It
is therefore particularly important that aspects of English are not
inadvertently excluded.

— In some cases (for example, English Literature, page 4) the use of triplets
‘Connect ideas, themes and issues’ seems confusing and repetitive. The
difference between an idea and an issue, or an issue and a theme is not clear,
while the possibility of making connections other than those based on
themes/issues seems to have been precluded.

English

2.1 The division of the subject into English in the Daily World and the World of the
Imagination (page 4-5) seems both artificial and unhelpful. Employers want
imagination in the ‘daily world’ of work, with creative approaches to a wide
range of tasks (such as discussion, presentation, analysis and report writing). We
would hope too that after leaving education students would see reading fiction,
watching plays and films etc as part of their ‘daily world’.

2.2 It is currently proposed that Media is externally assessed (page |3), suggesting
that it will be difficult for specifications to provide the opportunity for students
to produce multimodal, digital and moving image texts. Past experience suggests
that these restricted assessment opportunities may impact on students’
classroom experiences and thus limit their engagement with the media skills
required for life in the 21* century.

2.3 Assessment of ‘role play’ seems like a token gesture in the direction of creativity
with only 5% of marks allocated to what is only one very specific aspect of
speaking and listening. There are many other opportunities for creativity within
speaking and listening, including presentations and discussions.

English Language

3.1 What distinguishes ‘Language’ from ‘English’? If it is the study of language, then the
study of spoken language needs to be signalled more clearly in the AOs, with
‘Speaking and Listening’ and ‘Studying Spoken Language’ being given more
prominence. The one bullet point currently addressing this is ‘Explain variations
in spoken language; evaluate their own and others’ uses’ (page 6). ‘Evaluate’
seems the wrong word for language study of this kind. ‘How good/bad’ is less
helpful than questions like ‘how’, ‘why’, ‘in what ways’.

3.2 As students who need to meet the requirements of the Programmes of Study
must study English Literature alongside English Language GCSE, it is difficult to
see why the latter includes an extended literary text (Studying language, page 4).
This requirement undermines the claim that the three subject approach is
motivated in part by the need to prepare students intending to progress to
advanced level studies in English.

3.3 Giving one third of all the available credit for writing to the ability to ‘Use a
range of sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate
punctuation and spelling’ (AO3 Writing, page 7) gives undue emphasis to one
aspect of effective writing. It does not seem adequately to reflect the wide range
of aspects of language use that constitute effective and powerful writing— and
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misleadingly suggests that clarity in writing is achieved only through varied
sentence structure.

English Literature

4.1 It is unclear why the assessment of English Literature is dominated by the study
of texts in combination, despite the fact that this aspect of literary study is
represented by a single AO weighted at 15-25%. It is not clear what the
difference is between the separate requirements of comparative study (external
assessment, page 4) and the study of linked texts (controlled assessment, page 5).
Given that the requirement to compare is fulfilled through external examination,
the criteria seem to be unnecessarily prescriptive in making this a requirement of
the controlled assessment too. There seems to be no reason for denying
students the opportunity to study two texts and produce two shorter pieces of
writing, allowing for greater depth and range.

4.2 While the balance of controlled assessment to external examination is 60/40 in
both English and English Language, in English Literature only 25% is allocated to
controlled assessment (even less than it currently is). It seems inappropriate for
Literature to be so heavily weighted towards external examination, particularly
given the shifts towards compulsory internal assessment at advanced level study,
for which the proposed English Literature GCSE is specifically intended to be
preparation.

4.3 The opportunity for assessing Literature through a Speaking and Listening task
has been lost. This seems a pity, given that presentations, role-play and
simulations are often particularly well developed in conjunction with the study of
literary texts.

4.4 Despite the rhetoric (and the suggestion that Foundation and Higher tier papers
will continue to be offered), the English Literature criteria appear to be aimed at
the most able students. This is suggested less by the reading demands than by the
foregrounding of comparative tasks; the inclusion of higher order thinking skills in
the assessment objectives (AO3) as well as grade descriptions (evaluate and
compare); the heavy weighting towards external examination, and the demanding
requirements of the F grade. This may unnecessarily exclude many students and
in the long term reduce the status of literature.
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English GCSE

Covers National Curriculum and Programme of Study. Stand alone GCSE. Functional skills assessed separately. Must achieve
level 2 in order to achieve C or above. Exam papers will be tiered (foundation and higher).

Controlled conditions: internal assessment (60%)

Exam: external assessment (40%)

AO1:
Speaking English in the Daily World (15%)
and - Individual and group work
20% | listening
English in the Imagination (5%)
- Drama and role play
AO2: AO2:
Reading English in the Imagination Reading | English in the Daily World
- Literary study - Non-fiction and multi-modal texts,
20% Sustained independent interpretation. 20% including media
Sample of reading from different eras, °
cultures, genres.
AO3: AO3:
Writing English in the Imagination Writing English in the Daily World
20% - Creative writing 20% - Information and ideas

- Writing for different purposes, contexts,
audiences

We have made every effort to check the accuracy of this digest. However, we recommend you use it in conjunction with the full draft criteria
when responding to the consultation.




English Language GCSE

Fulfils NC requirements and Programme of Study only in conjunction with English Literature. C grades will only countin 5 A*-C
league tables if taken with literature. Could stand alone for those exempt from NC requirements e.g. post-16. Functional skills
assessed separately. Must achieve level 2 in order to achieve C or above. Exam papers will be tiered (foundation and higher).

Controlled conditions: internal assessment (60%)

Exam: external assessment (40%)

AO1:
Speaking and
listening/spoken

Studying spoken language (10%)
- Explore, analyse, evaluate reasons
for variations and changes in spoken

30% language language/influences on choices made
° b ker.
y speake
Using language (20%)
- Individual/group/role play
AO2: One ‘unit’ which includes: AO2: Studying written language
Reading Reading | - Non-fiction and multi modal texts
Studying written language
- Extended literary text (15%) 20%
Sustained response to an extended
30% literary text (could be literary non-
fiction).
AO3: Using language (15%) AO3: Using language
Writing - Pieces of creative writing 20% Writing - Information and ideas

- Writing for different purposes, contexts,
audiences

We have made every effort to check the accuracy of this digest. However, we recommend you use it in conjunction with the full draft criteria
when responding to the consultation.




English Literature

Fulfils NC requirements and Programme of Study only in conjunction with English Language. For those who enjoy literature and are
considering taking it at a higher level.

Controlled conditions: internal assessment (25%) Exam: external assessment (75%)
Assessed on at least 2 texts Assessed on at least 4 texts
25% Linked texts 50% Individual texts in context (50%)
- Personal study. - Sustained interpretation of whole texts
- Choice of texts which might include - Relate texts to social and historical
literary non-fiction contexts

- Explain links between texts
- Draw on own experiences and
interests

25% Comparative study

- Analyse connections between texts:
themes, characters, settings.

- Impact of style, language, structure

We have made every effort to check the accuracy of this digest. However, we recommend you use it in conjunction with the full draft criteria
when responding to the consultation.




