
 

 

 

READING TEACHERS=READING PUPILS 

Annual Report  

Strategic Partners: The English and Media Centre 

Region: London 

Date: 21.7.22 

Number of teachers: 15 

Number of schools: 9 
Percentage of teachers 
in 30%+ PP schools: 33% 

 

1. Reflections on the Year:  

Launch 
The EMC launch had a very positive atmosphere. Sarah Cooksley joined us and her 
presentation and Q&A provided a great balance of inspirational and practical. We did ice-
breakers to get people talking to each other and the group seemed to bond quickly. They 
were delighted with their ‘goody bag’. 

Book Group Meetings 
It has been a lovely group to work with. Our two librarians have been a really positive asset, 
giving a different perspective and bringing their wide knowledge of YA books. I think it has 
also been a strength of the group that we have 3 schools sending two people – they have 
good conversations between meetings and are better able to effect change in their 
schools. 
 
Not surprisingly, personal events, Covid and school obligations have occasionally got in 
the way, but apart from two people who dropped out fairly early on, attendance has been 
good and the majority have been to every meeting. It’s also notable that we’ve never had 
someone come to a meeting without having read the book! 
 
At the launch we discussed how to hold the meetings and agreed to have the first, third 
and fifth book meetings online while the other two book meetings, the launch and the 
sharing session would be in-person.  I think I would continue this model next year as 
teachers fed back that this made it easier for them to attend all the sessions – they enjoyed 
meeting in person but also some had quite far to travel and it was a rush to get to the 
meeting by 4.15pm. It was interesting to see the slightly different flavour of the in-person 
and online meetings, but both were productive.  
 



 

 

The RTRP/Aidan Chambers book talk model worked really well and we have had some very 
engaged and interesting discussions as a result. Teachers had clearly taken the book to 
heart as it was often referenced during meetings. Teachers have appreciated the 
interesting range of books with something for everyone.  
Activities in Schools 
- Newly started book groups for students and the re-energising of existing groups. 
- A book group for parents. 
- One teacher is in the process of setting up a ‘Sad Ghosts Club’ after the success of this 

book at her school. 
- Teachers have started keeping a bookshelf in their room for RTRP books and other YA 

fiction they have read. This has been facilitating informal discussion/sharing books with 
individual students, especially those who might find the library a little overwhelming. 

- One school has introduced Moonrise as a year 9 class reader (192 students + 8 
teachers).  The teacher says: ‘So many of my year 10 students were intrigued by hearing 
about Moonrise that the librarian invested in lots of new copies to keep up with the 
demands.’ 

Sharing Day 
Unfortunately, our Sharing Day fell on the day of a major tube and train strike and it proved 
very difficult to find an alternative day that everyone could do. In the end we had to have it 
online on the date originally planned. In spite of this, the Sharing Day was uplifting with so 
many stories about the impact, on both teachers and pupils. 

Social Media Activity 
We had a blog on our website about the project to encourage recruitment. 
We have made good use of Twitter 
We have a project page on our website which we draw attention to using our mailing list 
and Twitter. On the project page people can view both the EMC notes and the national 
notes for each book.  
A colleague at EMC has recently re-launched our Instagram account and the person 
driving this is keen to link with RTRP, with some short videos, perhaps on specific books or 
outcomes of the project. 

2. Impact on Children (anecdotal/blogs/analysis of Pupil Case Studies) 

One of the teachers has been running an intervention group for students who have 
become disengaged with school and are underachieving as a result. She lent Cane 
Warriors to one of the boys in the group. He admitted it was the first book he had finished 
for several years and he loved it. Not only does this seem to have got him reading again, 
but he passed the book round the group and all of them have now read it. 
 
One teacher has been lending/reading aloud the RTRP books to a child she is working with 
1:1 who has dyslexia and some characteristics of ADD and who was a reluctant reader. The 
student engaged particularly well with the following stories: Sad Ghost Club - initiating and 
prompting conversations about the story characters; Moonrise - taking part in informal 
discussions about political injustice and linking the themes to the Black Lives Matter 
movement; Talking to Alaska – liked the brave sense of daring, excitement and adventure.  
 
Sad Ghosts Club seems to have hit a nerve in post-lockdown schools and our two 
librarians have reported it is always on loan and they have had some good conversations 
about it with students. 
 



 

 

A teacher said of her case study student ‘D.A’ who used to be a keen reader but had almost 
stopped reading for pleasure by Y9: “I passed Cane Warriors (which I had just finished 
reading as the first RTRP read) around the Year 9 class. I explained that I wasn’t sure who 
would like to read it. I gave the context of the experience we had had in RTRP.  D.A. took 
this book home and began to read it.  In addition, we started to read Noughts and Crosses 
as a class novel (for pleasure – not teaching) and D.A was focused on reading this too.  
D.A. was often to be found ignoring the classwork and enjoying the books that she had on 
the go. I then shared the next book that we had finished reading in RTRP and again D.A. 
asked to take it home.  Meaning D.A had x3 books on the go.  She explained that she didn’t 
read much at home.  But, at school, she was reading. A lot. Additionally, D.A. joined the 
Year 9/+ YA reading group that I set up and began borrowing the books that this group 
were reading.” 
 
One RTRP teacher reported: “The librarian’s comment to me was, ‘Mrs M you are making 
waves across school by the increased number of book requests from students, in particular 
Year 10 and 11 male readers.’” 

 

3. Impact on Teachers and Schools (anecdotal/blogs) 

This is a group of energetic and thoughtful people and it has become a supportive 
community. Two examples are:  
- When we heard about the LGBTQ+ author Simon Green’s talks being cancelled by the 

governors of a Catholic school, the teachers at Catholic schools in the group had an 
interesting discussion about the different approaches taken by their schools to 
LGBTQ+ books.  

- The teacher starting a Sad Ghosts Club in her school had a fantastic response from 
students with 30 signing up. Unfortunately she has encountered some internal 
difficulties with getting this going at her school and other group members have been 
very helpful in encouraging her and thinking of ways through the obstacles. 

 
Teachers consistently talk about the group as something which is an important space in a 
busy and challenging professional life, which re-energises them to go back to school re-
focused on something which they are passionate about. 
 
People have been influenced by the Aidan Chambers book Tell Me. Teachers have 
reported that the book and, more specifically, the ‘booktalk’ model, has made them re-
think their classroom discussions around books. Most now use this discussion structure in 
their book clubs. 

 
  



 

 

 

4. Reflections on Strategic Partnership: book selection, network-working. 

I have found the RTRP team to be responsive, friendly, encouraging and supportive.  
 
Due to my availability I have only managed one of the pre-book group meetings but the 
one I attended was enjoyable and useful and gave our discussion food for thought. 
 
As a group we felt that the book selection covered a great range to appeal to different 
tastes, ages and abilities. Even the books we were less positive about provoked plenty of 
discussion amongst both teachers and students. Cane Warriors was perhaps the book we 
were most critical of, but it was absolutely loved by certain students, proving its place in 
the selection. 
 
 
 

 

5. Recommendations for 2022-23 

I have discussed with a couple of the teachers the idea of making a bit more of the case 
study. I’m keen not to make this a burden but think it might be helpful to reflect on these 
pupils a couple of times in the year and share observations and ideas as a group. 
 
For the future, I wonder whether it would be useful to have one of the selection criteria to 
be ‘likely class reader’. The book panel could try to ensure that at least one of the books 
was particularly suitable as a class reader which might make it more likely for teachers to 
add these to their curriculum. 
 
Next year I will be setting up my WhatsApp group right from the start. This was a useful 
way to communicate with people – teachers reminded me how full their email inboxes 
are! 
 
I think the combination of online and in-person is a good one. I think the in-person 
meetings are better for bonding and sharing tips but the online discussions worked really 
well and I think maintained good attendance – those with long journeys might otherwise 
have dropped off. 
 
I realised that I’d put the dates of the final book talk meeting and the date of the sharing 
group meeting rather close together. I’ve changed this for next year. I’ve also made my 
sharing day the same date as CLPE’s. I’ve discussed with Jonny Rogers at CLPE the 
possibility of a joint sharing day. 
 

 
  



 

 

6. Quotes which reflect impact 

You: 
Teachers have been dealing with yet another challenging year in school, so it has been truly 
inspiring to work with a group of people who are prepared to give up their own time 
because they are so passionate about RfP. The RTRP meetings have felt like a little oasis 
where we talk about something that really matters, share good practice, and buoy each 
other up with positive stories about pupils who have got ‘switched on’ to reading. We have 
all learned from each other. 

Teacher: 
“Taking part in the programme has revitalised my practice and enthusiasm when it comes to RfP. My 
school is now pushing ahead with putting together a whole school policy and strategies.” 
 
“RT=RP prompted me to talk about my experience with my students/colleagues/librarian and like rain 
drops we have had reading drops – the circles really have grown.” 
 
“Overall the project has broadened the student’s reading horizons and engagement with fiction texts.” 
 
“Having a steady drip feed of new YA books, the opportunity to discuss them and ideas for 
how to use them with fellow practitioners was really useful; I put lots of other people's 
suggestions into practice in my own context.” 
 
“Thank you so much for this experience. I loved it! And the passion that it inspired in me, 
my department, students and most of all the impact that is tangible in my school library’s 
book withdrawals.  And, importantly, on the student who agreed to be my ‘test case’ – this 
young person has rediscovered a love of reading.  And if you inspire one person you know 
that you have climbed a mountain!”  
Pupil:  
Reading is very entertaining and fun and I like it! (S.D. Bishop Challoner) 
 
At the beginning of the year I wasn’t reading very many books. But, this year we read two 
full novels in our English class. We have been talking about books more often in school this 
year. 
 
 
Other: 

 
 


