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Dear Colleague,

Welcome to our new spring programme. 
We have a great range of courses 
for you this term.

If you are looking for ideas to tighten up your practice in 
the teaching of writing we have all the Key Stages covered: 
Developing Independent Writers at KS3 (p6); Teaching 
Writing for GCSE English Language (p4); Improving Writing 
in A Level English Literature (p11). 

If stretching the top end is a current priority, we have plenty 
of practical and inspiring ideas on Top Marks at GCSE (p5), 
Challenging Your High Attainers for A Level Literature (p10), 
and Challenging Your High Attainers for A Level Language
(p12). Due to high demand, we are running two Top Marks at 
GCSE courses this term.

Recognising how di�  cult it can sometimes be to get release 
from school for the courses you would really love to attend, 
we are running another one of our EMC Super Saturdays
(p7), including a chance to meet author Sita Brahmachari.

This term we’re holding a teacher conference (p13), to 
respond to the current debates about the curriculum, 
knowledge and the nature of English as a subject. We’re 
thrilled with the line-up of speakers, the workshops, 
performance and panel and think this will be a great day 
for subject leaders in particular but also other teachers and 
subject specialists who might want to hear new thinking, as 
well as share their own.

We are always keen to hear from teachers about the courses 
you would like us to run, so keep in touch and hope to see 
you at EMC soon.

Best wishes,

Kate Oliver, Course Manager

Welcome

The English & Media Centre is 
a not-for-profi t educational 
charity with a long established 
national and international 
reputation as a Centre of 
Excellence. We receive no core 
funding and use the income 
from our publications and 
courses to support our work.

EMC Courses
Courses are for teachers based 
in schools and colleges, or 
attending for their own CPD. 
Others wishing to book should 
contact us at: 
courses@englishandmedia.co.uk

Resources, 
Conferences, Consultancy
In addition to running short 
courses, we o� er a range 
of resources and services 
including consultancy both at 
our premises and in schools; 
research projects with schools 
and LAs; PGCE courses and a 
blog on current issues.

Design: Sam Sullivan and Fran Stowell
Cover image: Rebecca Scambler
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EMC consultants are: 
Andrew McCallum 
(Director) 
Barbara Bleiman 
Emma Barker 
Dan Clayton 
Lucy Hinchli� e 
Kate Oliver 
Claire Pollard
Lucy Webster 

Freelance consultant: 
Jenny Grahame

O�  ce sta� : 
Maria Pettersson
Fran Stowell
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English 11-16
E� ective Revision 
for Better Results: 
GCSE English 
Language & Literature
£250
Course tutors: Andrew McCallum & Kate Oliver

Tuesday 14th January

Course no: 1305

Why should you attend?

This course explores how students can best 
revise for their GCSE exams by bringing fresh 
approaches to material already covered. 
The approaches draw on research into how 
students most e� ectively revise while also 
making classrooms engaging, stimulating 
places in which to learn, right to the end. 
Suitable for teachers working with all Awarding 
Bodies, you will leave with a wide range of 
resources and ideas to help your students 
revise with enthusiasm and purpose.

What will the course cover?

• Keeping students interested 
second time around.

• Developing personal insight and response.
• Revising ‘content-free’ English Language.
• Literary texts – remembering the text and 

generating new knowledge.
• Planning and writing longer exam responses.
NB. This is a repeat course.

Teaching Writing for 
GCSE English Language: 
Inspiring Strategies
£250
Course tutors: Lucy Hinchli� e & Kate Oliver

Thursday 30th January

Course no: 1307

Why should you attend?

This course will o� er you a range of ideas 
to engage and challenge your students 
and help them to become confi dent and 
independent writers of non-fi ction, narrative 
and descriptive texts. We will address some 
important questions, such as how to make 
the teaching enjoyable and memorable while 
successfully preparing students for the exams. 
Mini-units for you to take away will provide a 
basis for exploring issues, classroom strategies 
and good practice.

What will the course cover?

• Underlying principles with a basis in research.
• Mini-units with strategies to prompt and 

support writing and develop independence.
• How to make a real di� erence to your 

students’ progress.
• Making virtuous links between 

reading and writing.
NB. This is a repeat course. 

  A very stimulating and interesting course 
with lots of practical strategies.
Hannah Wolstenholme, St Mary Magdalene 
Academy on ‘Revising GCSE Language & 
GCSE Literature’.

  Even after 25 years I still go away with so 
many fantastic ideas and lots of di� erent 
ways of thinking about teaching English.
Clare Saunders, Sir Thomas Rich’s School on 
‘Teaching Writing for GCSE 
English Language’.

EMC COURSES Spring 2020
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Teaching Grammar 
and Developing 
Vocabulary at KS3 & KS4
£250
Course tutors: Dan Clayton & Andrew McCallum

Tuesday 11th February

Course no: 1309

Why should you attend?

A better grasp of grammar and a wide 
vocabulary, including academic vocabulary, 
will help to equip your students for success at 
GCSE. Grounded in research, this course will 
explore how to teach these aspects of English 
in meaningful, engaging and context-based 
ways. You will go away with ideas for students 
working at all attainment levels, including 
those who are ready to exploit the creative 
possibilities o� ered by an advanced grasp of 
grammar and a more sophisticated vocabulary. 
The course also o� ers an opportunity to 
clarify and update your own understanding of 
some key concepts.

What will the course cover?

• Approaching the teaching of grammar and 
vocabulary holistically, in the context of 
speaking, reading and writing. 

• Using grammar and vocabulary knowledge for 
critical reading and close analysis of language. 

• Encouraging pupils to refl ect productively on 
their own use of vocabulary and grammar. 

• Strategies to encourage ambitious sentence 
construction, appropriately deployed. 

• Helping students to broaden their vocabulary, 
including academic vocabulary, and to choose 
words for deliberate e� ect. 

NB. This is a repeat course. 

Top Marks at GCSE
£250
Course tutors: Lucy Hinchli� e & Andrew McCallum

Due to high demand we are running this 
course twice, on consecutive days. 

Course no: 1318: Wednesday 12th February

Course no: 1303: Thursday 13th February

Why should you attend?

This course will address how to stretch your 
most able GCSE students so that they achieve 
their full potential. We will try out a range of 
classroom strategies to help students extend 
their responses to reading, develop their 
writing, and generate their own ideas about 
literary texts. We will look at how to analyse 
high-attaining students’ work in order to 
pinpoint areas for improvement, how to set 
challenging targets and help students achieve 
them. The focus is very much on developing 
the knowledge and skills your students need 
over a two-year programme of study.

What will the course cover?

• Helping students to develop a sophisticated 
writing repertoire for the Language papers.

• Strategies to develop and extend students’ 
personal and critical responses to 
literary texts.

• Developing critical writing.
• Marking and target setting for able students.
• Enabling students to use literary and linguistic 

terminology purposefully.
NB. This is a repeat course. 

11-16

  I’m almost overwhelmed with the number 
of good techniques that I want to 
go and try out!
Will Brotherson, Haberdashers’ Aske’s School 
for Boys on ‘Top Marks at GCSE’.

  The course leaders were helpful and clearly 
very knowledgeable.
Antonina Laporta, St Clement Danes on 
‘Develop Your Grammar & Vocabulary 
Knowledge for Teaching’.

Visit englishandmedia.co.uk
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Developing 
Independent Writers at KS3
£250
Course tutors: Lucy Hinchli� e & Kate Oliver

Thursday 12th March

Course no: 1312

Why should you attend?

With a fi rm grounding in research about 
the best ways to enable writing, this course 
explores every stage of the writing process, 
from generating ideas to knowing when a 
piece is fi nished. Three mini-units on di� erent 
genres for you to take away will provide a 
basis for exploring issues, classroom strategies 
and good practice.

What will the course cover?

• Building progression into your 
writing curriculum.

• Understanding the writing process.
• Support and challenge – getting the 

balance right at di� erent stages and for 
di� erent abilities.

• Exploring genre – the relationship between 
freedom and constraint.

• E� ective feedback.

Mixed Attainment: Making 
Your Teaching Adaptive
£250
Course tutors: Amy Druce & Andrew McCallum

Thursday 26th March

Course no: 1314

Why should you attend?

Ofsted’s new Education Inspection Framework 
(EIF) explicitly states that it does not want 
to see too many lessons that involve time-
consuming di� erentiation strategies. 
Instead, it encourages the use of ‘adaptive’, 
or ‘responsive’, teaching. Drawing on the 
inspirational ‘Learning Without Limits’ 
practices that were developed by teachers 
and academics working across sectors in all 
subject areas, this course shows you how a 
core of English disciplinary practices can be 
applied across your curriculum to help all 
of your pupils reach their potential in mixed 
attainment classrooms.

What will the course cover?

• Examining the evidence about mixed 
attainment teaching.

• Interrogating the concept of ability in English.
• Teaching di�  cult concepts and texts to 

mixed attainment classes.
• Exploring the importance of pupil 

engagement, choice and refl ection.
• Practical ways to implement ‘adaptive’ 

teaching strategies.
NB. This is a repeat course.

English 11-16 11-16

  Thank you - it’s always worth the long 
trip from Dorset!
Laurie Farrow, The Woodro� e School Lyme 
Regis on ‘Teaching Mixed Ability English’.

  Wonderful! So many ideas to chew on.
Nasar Bhunnoo, Prendergast Ladywell Fields 
on ‘Teaching Writing for GCSE 
English Language’.

EMC COURSES Spring 2020
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English 11-16

  As always, so much to take away to 
immediately transform my teaching. 
Looking forward to putting it into 
action on Monday.
Jen Wilkinson, Duke’s Aldridge Academy on 
‘Teaching Novels at KS3’.

Media

  Accessible, engaging and 
thought provoking.
Anna Anstead, William de Ferrers School, on 
‘Fast-track to Media Theory’.

SUPER

S
A

T U R D A Y
S

!

Visit englishandmedia.co.uk

7

Teaching Novels at KS3
£180
Course tutors: Lucy Hinchli� e & Andrew McCallum, 
with novelist Sita Brahmachari

Saturday 28th March 9.30-1.00pm

Course no: 1316

Why should you attend?

This course explores which novels might best 
be taught at KS3 with strategies for how to 
teach them. You will fi nd out about recent 
novels, think about which might suit your 
students and refl ect on exactly what you want 
your students to learn when studying the novel 
form. You will have the chance to hear about 
EMC classroom research which is already 
transforming the way that teachers approach 
teaching the novel. To make this a special day, 
you will also have the chance to meet and talk 
to Sita Brahmachari, a leading YA fi ction writer.

What will the course cover?

• Teaching contemporary and classic novels – 
what, where, how?

• The importance of a whole text approach.
• Encouraging and developing 

personal responses.
• Meet and talk to Sita Brahmachari author of 

many YA novels such as Artichoke Hearts, 
Kite Spirit and, more recently, Where the 
River Runs Gold.

NB. This is a repeat course. 

From Script to Screen: 
Video Production 
in the Classroom
£160
Course tutor: Tom Woodcock

Tuesday 24th March

Course no: 1313

Why should you attend?

Video production o� ers students exciting 
opportunities to build soft and hard production 
skills. It is also a fantastic way to deepen and 
extend their understanding of media texts 
and theory. This course will focus on active 
and practical tasks that will give teachers 
an understanding of all stages of the video 
production process. Participants will develop 
hands-on classroom practices and go away 
armed with a raft of active lesson ideas. There 
will also be plenty of opportunities to discuss 
equipment needs and priorities, as well as 
course organisation.

What will the course cover?

• Ways of developing your understanding of 
planning and pre-production tasks.

• A range of practical activities that will build 
up your own skills.

• How to use digital cameras and sound 
equipment confi dently.

• How to use Premiere Pro to organise 
and edit projects.

• A range of active lesson ideas.

Tom has 20 years of classroom experience as 
a teacher of fi lm and media. He is a principal 
moderator with CIE A Level Media Studies, 
teaches applied fi lm production and works as a 
freelance fi lmmaker and media educator. 
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Over the last three years 
EMC’s National Writing 

Day project ‘Let Them 
Loose’ has captured the 
imagination and enthusiasm 
of 1000s of young writers 
and their teachers.

This beautifully-illustrated 
workbook for Years 7 and 8 
o� ers 44 writing activities 
drawing on these same 
principles of creativity, 
freedom and choice. 

From speeches to poems, 
playscripts to novel 
openings, this is a workbook 
both to harness pupils’ 
enthusiasm for writing 
and to develop their 
writing ‘muscles’!

JUST WRITE!
EMC LET THEM LOOSE

See website for full details and sample pages: 

www.englishandmedia.co.uk/publications

EMC COURSES Spring 2020
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Inspirational writing 
from EMC's 
Barbara Bleiman

AVAILABLE LATE

MARCH 2020 

SEE PAGE 13 FOR DETAILS OF EMC'S SPRING CONFERENCE FOR TEACHERS – 

'WHAT MATTERS IN ENGLISH TEACHING'

Addressed to teachers, What Matters 
in English Teaching gives an informed, 
principled – sometimes unashamedly 
polemical – account of the most important 
issues in English teaching today, refl ecting 
on and arguing for a particular vision of 
the subject – its pedagogies, practices and 
curriculum content.

Drawing and expanding on Barbara 
Bleiman’s thought-provoking and highly 
infl uential blogs, this collection addresses 
the most important issues and concerns 
facing English teachers, including:

• Versions of English – what is it?
• Thinking big – Big Picture English
• Group work and dialogic learning
• Teaching the class novel
• What do we mean by 

knowledge in English?
• Vocabulary
• Creativity and criticality – reading as a 

writer, writing as a reader
• What’s important in teaching poetry
• The responsive English teacher.

Visit englishandmedia.co.uk

9

EMC Spr20 Courses 17thOctFINAL.indd   9 17/10/2019   12:06



Challenging Your 
High Attainers: A Level 
English Literature 
£250
Course tutors: Barbara Bleiman & Lucy Webster

Monday 13th January

Course no: 1304

Why should you attend?

Are your high attaining students getting 
as much as they could from their English 
Literature A Level study? Are they likely to 
achieve top grades and, as importantly, are 
they being fully engaged and challenged? This 
course will give you the chance to explore 
ways of giving more to such students and 
expecting more of them. It will include a 
mixture of input and discussion, and a chance 
to try out strategies and discuss potential 
uses. You will go away with practical ideas 
and ways of re-infl ecting your thinking and 
teaching approaches. 

What will the course cover?

• Ways of analysing the needs of high 
attaining students, so as to challenge 
them to the utmost.

• Ways of using critical and contextual material, 
to develop students’ critical responses and 
ability to read criticism independently.

• How to develop the writing of your high 
attaining students, so that they both 
achieve top grades and go beyond the 
limits of the exam.

• How to provide stretch and challenge for 
high attaining students in the context of 
whole class teaching.

NB. This is a repeat course.

Child 
Language Development 
£250
Course tutors: Dan Clayton & Dr Catherine Laing

Tuesday 28th January

Course no: 1306

Why should you attend?

This course focuses on the Child Language 
Development topic of the English Language A 
Level for all specifi cations. We will be focusing 
on the latest research into children’s linguistic 
development, how to engage students with 
child language data and ways to approach the 
big debates in the fi eld. We will also discuss 
ways to develop and maintain your subject 
knowledge and o� er practical suggestions 
for classroom activities and language 
investigation projects.

What will the course cover?

• The basics of the topic.
• The most recent thinking in the fi eld, with Dr 

Catherine Laing.
• Sourcing texts and data, adapting material 

and developing resources for the course, 
including using child language corpora.

• Ideas for introductory lessons and student 
projects to suit your students’ interests.

NB. This draws on last year’s Child Language 
Development course and some of the material 
will be repeated.

Dr Catherine Laing (Cardi�  University’s Centre 
for Language and Communication Research) 
researches fi rst language acquisition and has 
a particular interest in infants’ transition from 
babble to speech.

English 16-18

  Really engaging sessions addressing many 
of the questions I had for how to get the 
best out of my A Level students.
Sam Taylor, Great Marlow School on 
‘Challenging Your Most Able: English 
Literature A Level’.

  I always come away brimming with ideas.
Charlotte Kearns, Bacon’s College on ‘Child 
Language Development’.

EMC COURSES Spring 2020
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English 16-18
Improving Writing for A 
Level English Literature 
£250
Course tutors: Barbara Bleiman & Lucy Webster

Tuesday 4th February

Course no: 1308

Why should you attend?

This course will give you the chance to 
analyse what we mean by good writing and 
o� er ways of helping students to develop the 
skills and knowledge to write well in di� erent 
kinds of essays and for di� erent exams and 
components. We will deal with major issues 
a� ecting student achievement in writing, 
including planning, content and subject 
terminology. The course will draw on many 
years of work with both teachers and students.

What will the course cover?

• The relationship between talk, 
reading and writing.

• Strategies for planning.
• Developmental approaches to writing.
• How to use subject terminology well.
• Beyond the critical essay – creative and 

recreative writing.
• Good writing about contexts and ways of 

incorporating criticism.
NB. This is a repeat course.

Teaching The 
Bloody Chamber
£250
Course tutors: Barbara Bleiman & Lucy Webster

Tuesday 3rd March

Course no: 1310

Why should you attend?

The Bloody Chamber is a great choice of text if 
you’re teaching ‘The Gothic’, but it can present 
some challenges. The stories are intriguing and 
attention-grabbing but also highly complex 
and while there’s plenty of critical material 
available, often it’s at a high level. How can 
you help students to engage with Carter’s 
innovative story-telling techniques as well as 
her ideas about literature, feminism and the 
postmodern? This course will address these 
questions, as well as o� er a range of materials 
and approaches to enable students to analyse 
style closely and acutely.

What will the course cover?

• Classroom approaches to give students 
ways into the text.

• A chance to engage with the text at an 
adult level, to fuel your thinking and 
resource your teaching.

• Ways of using critical and contextual material 
to extend and develop students’ thinking 
about the text.

• How to develop students’ writing about the 
text in the exam.

NB. This course draws on 2018’s Gothic course 
and some of the material will be repeated.

16-18

  One of the most useful courses I 
have been on, ever!
Anna Palmer, Loughborough High School on 
‘Improving Writing for A Level Literature’.

  Brilliant and not overwhelming!
Emma Courtney, St John's College on 
‘Teaching the Gothic for OCR A Level’.

Visit englishandmedia.co.uk
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Challenging Your 
High Attainers: A Level 
English Language
£250
Course tutor: Dan Clayton

Tuesday 10th March

Course no: 1311

Why should you attend?

Are your high attaining students getting 
as much as they could from their English 
Language A Level study? Are they likely to 
achieve top grades and, as importantly, are 
they being fully engaged and challenged? This 
course will give you the chance to explore 
ways of giving more to such students and 
expecting more of them. It will include a 
mixture of input and discussion, and a chance 
to try out strategies and discuss specifi c 
resources. You will go away with practical ideas 
and ways of re-infl ecting your thinking and 
teaching approaches. This course is suitable for 
those teaching any of the A Level specifi cations 
for English Language.

What will the course cover?

• Identifying the mixture of ‘bigger picture’, 
conceptual overview and focused analysis 
that’s needed at the higher ends of 
the mark schemes.

• How to direct your high attaining students to 
the most relevant and useful linguistic ideas 
and approaches.

• Resources that will stretch and challenge 
students in di� erent parts of the course.

• Ideas for encouraging independent study, 
ambitious NEA projects and wider reading.

Teaching Othello for A 
Level Literature 
£290 Fee includes EMC's Studying Othello 
(usual price £80)

Course tutor: Lucy Webster, with Dr Jenny Stevens

Friday 27th March

Course no: 1315

Why should you attend?

A cross-specifi cation course to reinvigorate 
both your own reading of Othello and your 
teaching strategies. We will consider how 
to balance close reading with an overview 
of the text, including literary, stylistic and 
performance approaches. As well as sessions 
providing resources and practical strategies 
for teaching the text in its literary and generic 
context, the day will include a short lecture by 
Dr Jenny Stevens.

What will the course cover?

• Othello as tragedy – practical strategies for 
introducing, exploring and using concepts 
and criticism e� ectively to illuminate the text.

• Creative and critical approaches to reading 
and analysing the text.

• Using computer concordances – exploring 
patterns of imagery.

• Active approaches to criticism.
NB. This is a repeat course.

Dr Jenny Stevens has taught English at both 
undergraduate and secondary level. She is 
joint author with Dr Pamela Bickley of Essential 
Shakespeare: The Arden Guide to Text and 
Interpretation and Shakespeare and Early 
Modern Drama – Text and Performance.

English 16-18 16-18

  Hugely useful with none of the ‘woolliness’ 
sometimes found on CPD courses!
Emma Haynes, St Brendan’s Sixth Form 
College on ‘Language Diversity & Language 
Discourses for AQA A Level’.

  Creative, helpful ways into the text. 
Refreshingly original angles. Loved it.
Jemima Kettle, Guildford High School on 
‘Teaching Othello for A Level Literature’.

EMC COURSES Spring 2020
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English 16-18
TUESDAY

31
MARCH

2020

EMC TEACHER 
CONFERENCES

What do we want the secondary English 
curriculum to be like? What are the pressures 
on the subject and on English departments? 
What should we be arguing for? 

This day will be looking at key principles 
and values and ways to connect them to 
practical solutions. 
A mix of keynote talks, workshops, performance and 
discussion with academics, writers, teachers, students 
and practitioners.

Contributors include: Barbara Bleiman, Michael Rosen, 
Kate Clanchy, Professor Robert Eaglestone, Bennie Kara, 
Carol Atherton, Ian Cushing, Anurag Jain, Richard Long 
and Mehru Shah. 

Barbara Bleiman

Michael Rosen

Kate Clanchy

Bennie Kara

Robert Eaglestone

Ian Cushing

The practical details

£150 including lunch and a copy 
of Barbara Bleiman's new book 
What Matters in English Teaching.
Book online as for a course.

Book before January 31st: £130

Tuesday 31st March

Course no: 1317

The Conference will be held at 
CLPE, 44 Webber St, South Bank, 
London SE1 8QW, fi ve mins. walk 
from Waterloo Station. 

What Matters 
in English Teaching

Carol Atherton

Visit englishandmedia.co.uk
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Where are EMC courses held?

Unless otherwise indicated, all EMC courses 
are held at our Centre in Islington: 
18 Compton Terrace, London, N1 2UN. You’ll 
be sent a map and information about transport 
links with your booking.

EMC Curriculumplus 

Card Collection

For full details and samples: 

www.englishandmedia.co.uk/publications

HOW TO APPLYHOW TO APPLY

Included in EMC KS3 
Curriculumplus

If you have any questions about courses, please 
email courses@englishandmedia.co.uk

Book Online

1. Log in to 
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/ as a 
school user, or register a school account.

2. Find the course you want and, if places are 
available, click the ‘book online’ link.

3. Fill in details as requested and click ‘Add 
course to basket’.

4. Proceed to checkout by clicking on the basket 
icon in the top right hand corner of the page. 

5. An automated email immediately confi rms 
that we have received your booking. 

Book by email/post/fax 

Email or send your school purchase order to 
courses@englishandmedia.co.uk or, English & 
Media Centre (courses), 18 Compton Terrace, 
London N1 2UN Fax: 020 73540133

How will I know that I have secured a place?

• After we’ve received your booking, we’ll email 
you with confi rmation of your place.

• About two weeks before the course, you 
will receive a letter and an email with 
further details.

Book Now, 
School Pays Later!

EMC COURSES Spring 2020
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www.englishandmedia.co.uk/conferences

emagazine Language Conference

Thursday 27th February 
2020
Friends House, 
Euston Road, London

For our second conference of the academic year, we 
welcome back David Crystal for his 10th anniversary lecture. 
Professor Crystal spoke at our fi rst ever conference and we’re 
delighted to welcome him back ten years on. 

Back by popular demand will also be Lane Greene, author of 
last year’s excellent ‘Talk on the Wild Side’. 

Our other speakers will be the respected linguists Erin Carrie
and Carmen Llamas who will be talking about the ways in 
which we study and respond to di� erent varieties of English, 
and Emma Moore who will be looking at issues around non-
standard English and identity.

Bookings now open at 
www.englishandmedia.co.uk/conferences

emagazine Poems of the Decade

Tuesday 23rd June 2020
Friends House, 
Euston Road, London

Look out for details of speakers and how to book in 2020! 

EMC STUDENT 
CONFERENCES

Lively, inspiring, 
full of learning!

Our students 
were absolutely blown 
away by everything 
they learned yesterday. 
It was an exceptionally 
well structured and 
delivered event. They 
enjoyed every minute.

Eye-opening 
and appropriately 
challenging; great 
CPD for staff too.

BOOK 
NOW

FOR THE FEBRUARY 
LANGUAGE 

CONFERENCE
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