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Transcript of Leonie (2;8) talking
L= Leonie
G= Gill

At the table: Leonie is variously making something out of playdoh, looking at a book and
drawing.

G: Is that his head?

1

L: Yeah. There! We make a snake.
G: Okay. Can you make his beak? What does his beak look like?
L: Oh.. [indistinct] go(t) he go(t) a beak. A beak!
G: Hmmmm
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L: that a beak? G: Where’s his beak? Can you put a beak on him?
L: I’ve pa (put) a beak
G: Put a beak, have you? L: Yeah
G: And shall we have him standing on one leg? L: [indistinct]
G: He’s just standing on one leg, isn’t he? Shall we make some legs?
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L: Here’s some legs!
G: D’you want this leg? There we are.
L: Thank you
G: Good girl. How many legs has he got?
L: One..two
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G: Yes. Has he got three legs?
L: No..he got ones legs G: One leg…two legs.
L: an arm
G: that’s it
L: (he) look(s) like a tortoise
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G: looks like a tortoise? Does it?
L: Yeah.. I .. (indistinct.) He’s stuck

1

G: Okay. Well done! That’s very good, isn’t it?
L: (indistinct.)
G: Leonie…have you seen this (showing drawing on sheet.) Do you know
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what this is called?
L: Yeah
G: It’s a wug!
L: Oh, a wug.
G: A wug. Grandma’s going to draw another one

30

L: No draw a …a…. I want you (to) draw um… a duck
G: Oh it’s a bit like a duck. Can you count? So this is one wug and now what have we got?
One, two…
L: three..
G: Just two. One wug and …
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L: Stippie
G: two
L: Obat
G: one wug. And then what’s this. One wug and two (rising intonation)
L: beedie
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G: No he’s called a wug. Can you say wug?
L: No! I say boh
G: Could you say wug?
L: You say boh!
G: Can you say wug?
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L: You say poh
G: Well, we’ll come back to that shall we? Shall we do some writing? Do you want to write
your name?
L: No
G: What would you like to write?
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L: I wanna do, er, dis (this) zebwa (zebra)
G: Okay. A zebra. Do you want to do a purple zebra?

2

L: Er.. I wanna do a pink zebwa
G: A pink zebra?
L: A pink zebwa.
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G: Do you want Grandma to do it?
L: No I wanna do it (indistinct)
G: Okay. How many legs has a zebra got?
L: Er.. one, two, three, four, five
G: Five legs?!
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L: Yeah
G: Is it?
L: And he got lots of legs
G: He’s got lots of legs
L: He got that one and that one
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G: Okay. Can you count them again?
L: one two three four five six seven
G: Seven legs?
L: Yeah
G: He hasn’t got seven legs.
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L: one two three
G: one two three legs? So how many legs do we need to make for the zebra?
L: One two three four five six
G: okay. One two. Three. I think he’s got four legs
L: Oh
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G: Has he got a long tail?
L: Look! He has teeth.
G: He’s got teeth?
L: He er he got a tongue
G: He’s got a tongue? Oooh Is his tongue hanging out like that?
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L: Yeah. He go (sticking out her tongue!)

3

G: And what’s he wanting to eat?
L: er..he wanna eat er… er.. he go (sticking out her tongue.)
G: Why’s he doing that?
L: He doing that he putting is tongue out
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G: He is putting his tongue out.
L: Look (sticks her tongue out)
G: Yes! You’re putting your tongue out! What do you think he wants to eat?
L: Er lettuce!
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G: Mmmm?
L: Lettuce
G: Lettuce? Is he eating lettuce? Oh. Okay. Can he have a bit of your drink? He’s trying to
drink some of your drink, isn’t he?
L: Come on Zebwa.
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G: Shall we have a look at the next picture? What have we got here?
L: A snake. I wanna make a snake.
G: Do you want to make a purple snake?
L: Er.. a (indistinct) it's got (indistinct) It’s got geen (green)
G: It’s got green. And what other colour has it got?
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L: Er purple and geen
G: Hmm and what’s this colour?
L: Er… white
G: No. What’s this colour here?
L: er.. lellow (yellow) G: That’s right. Shall we look at these colours?
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Leonie, what’s this colour?
L: er geena
G: Blue
L: geen
G: What’s this color?
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L: Geen
G: You’re being silly. What’s this colour?

4

L: Geena
G: Okay, this is green
L: And that geen and that geen.
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G: They’re all green! What colour’s this?
L: geen
G: O-oh! They’re not all green, are they?
L: Yeah
G: Shall we find another picture? What have we got? Wait a minute. What have we got
here? What’s this picture? No This picture. What’s that?
120
L: er an elepant (indistinct)
G: What have we got here?
L: I wanna make er dat (that)
G: What’s that?
L: I wanna make er dat
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G: What’s that?
L: I wanta make it dat.
G: What is it?
L: I wanna make er dat!
G: What’s that?
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L: (indistinct)
G: It's a walrus
L: no it a walrus
G: It's a walrus that’s right
L: It not a walrus (indistinct) it a zebwa
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G: A zebwa?
L: Yeah
G: No. It’s not a zebra. And who are all these people?
L: I wanna make lady.
G: Is that a lady?
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L: I wanna make lady!

5

G: Okay. What’s she doing this lady?
L: I wanna make a bucket pease
G: Make a bucket?
L: I wanna make dat. Lady
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G: What’s this?
L: I wanna make lady.
G: Hmmm
L: I wanna make a lady
G: Okay
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L: No dat lady. I wanna make pink lady.
G: A pink lady
L: Yeah
G: Shall Grandma make you a bucket?
L: No…I wanna make a fis (fish)

155

G: A what?
L: A fis
G: A fish?
L: I don wanna make a fis
G: Okay
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L: I make a fis
G: Make a fis
L: I make a fis
G: Okay
L: (whispering) I make fis
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G: Yeah
L: I make fis. I make fis.
G: How many fish are there?
L: I do fis.
G: okay. Leonie ..

170

6

L: Du (you) do a fis
G: I can do a fish. How many fish are there?
L: No
G: One…
L: No. They’re not one two three four five. They’re one two three
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G: okay. Three …
L: No they’re one two three four five.
G: Okay. Are they three…. Crocodiles.
L: no
G: are they three crocodiles?
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L: No
G: What are they?
L: They are three er rabbits
G: Rabbits?! No, they’re not.
L: Yeah
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G: Are they three fish?
L: Dere three er house! Dere three houses

G: Three houses? Are they three squirrels?
L: There three er teeth (cheese?)
G: Three cheeses?

190

L: Dere three cheeses
G: Oh
L:Dere three er houses
G: Mmmmm
L: Dere three er playdoh
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G: Three playdohs?
L: er
G: And what did Grandma say this was? What was he called?
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L: Er Pingu
G: it’s a wug

200

L: No it Pingu
G: Is it a wug?
L: No Pingoo
G: okay
L: Look (holds nose)
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G: Don’t do that. Leonie how many wugs are there?
L: (indistinct)
G: Shall we make some more fish? Look, what we could do is we could make a little fish like
this and shall we make him some eyes and there’s his little tail.
L: No dat a little nose
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G: mmhmm
L: dat a little nose
G: yep
L: dat a little nose
G: That’s a little nose
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L: (indistinct) mouth
G: that’s a mouth
L:der mouth (mouf?)
G: Mmmm
L: da da!
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G: That’s very good
L: I make a..a pomme bear (indistinct)
G: Can you make another one?
L: I make piggy!
G: A piggy? What colours are piggies?
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L: er… orange
G: No they’re not orange!
L: er pink
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G: yes. We’ve got pink haven’t we?
L: er piggies pink?
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G: Piggies are pink.
L: I make piggy
G: okay
L: I wanna make piggy a (out of ) playdoh
G: Okay
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L: two eyes
G: Good
L: and a head. Two did
G: two did?
L: yeah two did (xxxxxxx times!)
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G: That’s very good.
L: dat two did. Two did. etc
G: Leonie. What's in this picture?
L: mmm elephant
G: yeah
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L: lion
G: yeah
L: butterfly
G: butterfly?
L: seahorse
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G: hmmhmm
L: (indistinct)
G: is that a crocodile?
L: No dats a leepard (leopard) and dats a zebra
G: hmmhmm
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L: and dat a ?beetle and dat a ?
G: Do you think they’re really children? Do you think they are children underneath?
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L: Yeah.. dat children
G: yes
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L: there are children underneath
G: mmmmm
L: and that an elepant and that a seahorse
G: hmmhmm
L: and that a yellow and that .. (indistinct)
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G: And what colours can you see?
L: (indistinct)
G: Can you remember this story?
L: Yeah
G: What is this story about?
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L: (indistinct)
G: what is he called?
L: (indistinct)
G: cent…
L: (indistinct)
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G: centipede. Isn’t he? And how many legs has he got?
L: one two three four five
G: and what was.. what was the problem with one of his legs?
L: (indistinct) and buy shoes
G: Buy shoes? Hmmhmm and what did they go and do?

280

L: um some shoes er wore shoes.
G: And how many shoes does he have to buy?
L: one two.. and not hurt
G: cos they not hurt. hmmm
L: one two three four five

285

G: And what are all these shoes doing?
L: And his mummy (indistinct) a hundred
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G: A hundred? Yes a hundred shoes. Have you got a hundred legs?
L: No
G: How many legs have you got?
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L: one two three
G: one two three?
L: I will draw on dis picture
G: okay
L: oh! I got legs. (indistinct) I do some drawing?

295

G: You can do some drawing. Yes
L: I do my.. (indistinct)
G: Oh I think you need to sit here. Leonie. We can’t see you if you do some drawing.You
have to say here. Can you do some writing?
L: No. I do some drawing.
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G: Can you do some writing. Can you write mummy on here? How do you spell mummy?
L: (indistinct.)
G: And can you write Daddy? And can you write Leonie? And can you write Granddad? What
other names can you write?
305
L: Nonsense words
G: oh, that’s lots of names, isn’t it?
L: Nonsense words
G: What did Grandma say this was called?
L: (indistinct)
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G: What’s he called? Is he called a wug?
L: No
G: Is he called a wug?
L: He called a birdee.
G: He’s called a birdee! Shall we look at the story again? So what happened 315
when he put on his shoes?
L: he not scared
G: did his feet still hurt?
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L: Yeah
G: so what did they have to put on his feet?
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L: dat
G: Mmmm
L: (indistinct)
G: And what did all his aunties knit him?
L: dere hurt mummy
G: they hurt! so what did he have when they hurt? What are these?
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L: er socks
G: Socks! And were they better then?
L: Yeah
G: Yeah? And then what did he do?
L: er a go to seep (sleep)
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G: He went to sleep?
L: And he socks he socks he went to fleep (sleep) with his socks.
G: He was sleeping with his socks on?
L: Yeah
G: And what happened when he woke up?
L: He wake up and put is socks on
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G: Okay. And did that take him a short time?
L: Yeah
G: Or a long time?
L: A long time
G: Why did it take him a long time?

340

L: He stibby! (?)
G: Because he had lots and lots of socks, didn’t he?
L: Yeah
G: Mmmmm?
L: We read dat again.

345
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G: We read that today didn’t we?
L: We read it at mama (Grandma’s) today
G: We read it at Grandma’s house?
L: Yeah
G: Yes. And then what happened? So many shoes! Did he want to put all his shoes on?
350
L: No
G: What happened?
L: He (indistinct)
G: What happened?
L: He (indistinct)
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G: Mmmm. And what does he do with all his shoes? Who does he give them to?
L: Look deres a spider got shoes
G: Yes!
L: Dey like their shoes
G: They like their shoes, don’t they?

360

L: Yes.
G: Yes. And then what happened? Who are these?
L: Snakes
G: yes and what did they do with the shoes?
L: They liked them
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G: They like them, don’t they?
L: They like those..
G: Did they put them on their feet?
L: Yeah. I like snakes
G: You like snakes

370

L: Yeah…some drawing
G: Okay
L: Do some drawing with mama
G: you want to do some drawing at Grandma’s house?

13

L: No I want to do some drawing

375

G: Have you done enough talking do you think?
L: Yeah.
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Leonie Speaking – One Year On
(Transcript, emagplus79 February 2018)
In emagazine 79, A Level Language teacher Gillian Thompson discusses
her granddaughter Leonie’s language development, aged 3 years, eight
months.
The transcript of their conversation is included here. You can view the
film clip of Gillian and Leonie talking together in emagClips.
Gillian’s article discussing Leonie’s language development aged 2 years,
8 months, ideas for how to analyse the transcript and the transcript
itself are available in the emagazine Archive.
Transcript of Leonie (3;8) Speaking to Her Grandmother
Key
L= Leonie
G= Gill
= means overlap
( ) Time in seconds
At the table: Leonie is variously making something out of playdoh, looking at a book and
answering questions on some of Jean Berko’s pictures.
L: Look. Wat..wat (watch?) (Taking top off playdoh with her teeth)
G: Oooh
L: (Laughs)
G: Are we going to do some playdoh?
L: I can do my one. (Tries and fails to take other top off with her teeth)
L: (Making a face) [indistinct] teeth.
G: Oooh is it a bit hard? Shall we make something out of this one?
L: Ha…ha …ha!
G: Hmmmm
L: Ah!
G: Oh you did it. Well done. Right what are you going to make?
L: I gonna make a heart
G: A heart? (showing her some shape cutters.) Which one’s the heart?
L: That one.
G: Okay
L: A heart part I’m doing purple and pink.
G: Okay. And who’s the heart going to be for?
L: Um. Mummy.
G: Mummy? What does a heart mean?
L: Er..I love you Mummy.
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G: I love you Mummy. (Leonie nods.)Does it?
L: (indistinct.) …a heart. With some pink and purple. (Squashing playdoh)
G: What are you having to do? To make your heart?
L: Er…(indistinct.) Get it….
G: What are you doing now?
L: Making it have…have… Da dah!
G: What have you done? (5) Tell Grandma what you’ve done.
L: A heart.
G: Lovely. What shall we do with that?
L: Ooh look at the bottom.
G: Ah! What’s it like?
L: Soft
G: It’s soft. Is it soft? (feeling the playdoh.) Is it rough?
L: No
G: What is it?
L: It’s bumpy
G: It’s bumpy is it?
L: Yeah look (patting playdodh)
G: Oh it’s bumpy on the top. What is it on the bottom? Can you put your hand along it?
L: (Feeling the playdoh.) It’s soft.
G: Is it soft? Is it smooth as well?
L: Yes smooth.
G: Lovely, isn’t it? Are you going to take that home for Mummy?
L: (Nods.)
G: Okay. Can you ..can you tell Grandma a story now? (Tidying away playdoh and
taking out book.) Let’s put this away. Can we have a look at the story.
L: Yeah.
G: What story’s this? (Showing Cinderella book.)
L: Er…
G: Mmmm?
L: Er.. Belle
G: What is it? Belle? Oh she’s called Belle is she? Now I want you to tell Grandma
the story. So can you tell me who these people are? (pointing at picture.)
L: Er.. a old woman
G: An old woman?
L: (nods)
G: And who are these two (pointing at ugly sisters.)
L: Er.. the sisters
G: Are they pretty sisters?
L: No (shakes head vehemently)
G: What are they?
L: Dere mother sisters
G: Are they ugly sisters?
L: ugerly sisters
G: Ugly sisters. And who’s this? (pointing at picture of Cinderella.)
L: Er…
G: What’s her name?
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L: Belle
G: It’s …she’s called Belle is she? And what’s she doing?
L: Er . Cleaning all the stuff.
G: And she sleeps in a … up in the loft. Doesn’t she? Ah? And then….
(pointing at new picture.) What happens?
L: Er..
G: (pointing at picture.) what’s this?
L: A stepmother
G: And what does the stepmother say?
L: Er… Think I’ll go to the ball
G: Can’t go to the ball! Why can’t she go to the ball?
L: Because she can’t
G: Because she can’t. But who can go to the ball? (pointing at new picture)
L: A ugerly sister.
G: The ugly sisters. So what does Cinderella do?
L: er..a fairy mother
G: A fairy mother?
L: (nods)
G: And who’s she? Which one’s the fairy Godmother?
L: (Points at picture.) That one
G: And what does she say to Cinderella?
L: Er……
G: Does she say she can’t go to the ball?
L: Yeah
G: Does she? Ah! What does she do here?
L: [Indistinct)
G: What happens?
L: Get a wand
G: She gets her wand and she says….
L: abracadabra
G: And…what happens to Cinderella?
L: Go to a ball
G: She does doesn’t she? And what does the fairy godmother tell her about the time?
L: Er…
G: What does she say?
L: It's not…
G: You must come back…
L: To…..
G: You must come back before the clock strikes
L: Ten
G: Twelve
L: Twelve
G: And she rushes down the stairs and what does she leave behind?
L: A shoe
G: Oh! And what happens?
L: It…er it not her shoe?
G: It’s not her shoe?
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L: Not her shoe
G: Well it’s a magic shoe isn’t it? So the handsome prince wants to find Cinderella so he goes
through the whole country and everybody tries on the shoe. (Points to picture.) Who are
these people trying on the shoe?
L: Um …the stepmother.
G: Yes and the … (points to picture.)
L: Ugerly sisters
G: Yes and do they fit the shoe?
L: No
G: So who fits the shoe?
L: (Points to picture.) That one.
G: That one.
L: Look=
G:
=Is she called Cinderella?
L: Yes=
G: Yes =
L: Look
G: She’s got it on her foot, hasn’t she? And what happens in the end?
L: Er…they get married
G: And live happily ever after?
L: (nods)
G: Oh that’s good. Now, Grandma wants to ask you some questions. Is that alright?
L: Yeah
G: So this is a little creature called a wug. (Pointing to one of Jean Berko’s pictures which also
appears as insert on screen.) Okay? This is a wug. Now there is another one. There are two of
them. There are two… (rising intonation).
L: Two… two…two…
G: What were they called?
L: Er…..
G: Shall I tell you again?
L: (nods)
G: Listen. This is a wug.. (points to picture)
L: Wug
G: Wug. One two…
L: Three wugs
G: (Laughs) Two wugs, weren’t there? Alright. Let’s have a look at another one. This is a kazh.
That’s a kazh. Okay. This is one kazh. Now there are two of them.
There are two… (rising intonation).
L: Kazhs
G: (Laughs) Good girl. Now this is a man who knows how to rick. He is ricking.
(Mimes ‘ricking’.) That’s ricking. Okay. Yesterday he did the same thing.
What did he do yesterday? Yesterday he…. (rising intonation)
L: smiles
G: (Laughs) so today he’s ricking. Yesterday he…. (rising intonation).
L: Did rick
G: He did rick. Oh good girl. Okay. Now. Here’s another wug (points to Jean Berko picture of
‘wug’ – inserted on screen.) This is a very tiny wug. What would you
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call a very, very tiny wug?
L: Er a wug
G: You’d call it a wug, would you? This wug lives in a house. What would you call a house that
a wug lives in? What do we call it? What’s a house that a wug lives in?
L: er….er….
G: What would you call his house? This little wug? What would you call his house? The little
wug says I’m going home to my (rising intonation)
L: house
G: to my house. Yeah. Er now. This…. We can’t see a lot of this. This is a dog with quirks on
him(shows Leonie Jean Berko’s picture, inserted into bottom right hand corner of screen.)
That’s a little doggie and he’s got quirks on him. He’s all covered with quirks. What kind of dog
is he? He’s a (rising intonation)
L: dog
G: (Laughs). What would you call a dog with quirks all over him?
L: Er…er
G: Shall I say it again? Okay. You listening? This is a dog with quirks on him. He’s all covered
with quirks. What kind of dog is he? He’s a (rising intonation) (3) Do you know? What might
we call him? Don’t know? Let’s do…shall we do one more?
Erm… Let’s do….this one. This is a lun. That’s one. That’s a lun.
Now there is another one. There are two of them. There are two (rising intonation)
L: ones
G: Luns yes. Well done. And let’s just do…shall we just do this one ?
L: Yeah
G: This is a man who knows how to spow. He is spowing. He did the same thing
yesterday. What did he do yesterday? Yesterday he (rising intonation).
L: er…did spow.
G: He did spow! Right. Now what’s Grandma got in here? There might be something here
[indistinct] (Puts two plates on the table. One with one piece of chocolate on; the other with
two pieces of chocolate on.) Look. Now listen. You could have one
piece of chocolate now or you could have two pieces of chocolate if you waited
a little while. And if you had them in ten minutes. Would you like one now
(points to plate with one piece of chocolate on) or two later? (points to plate with two pieces
of chocolate on.)
L: I’ll have one now.
G: You’ll have one now. Okay then. Is that nice?
L: Hmmmm.
G: Hmmm?
L: They’re a bit crunchy
G: They’re a bit crunchy? What does chocolate taste like?
L: Um…..chocolate
G: (Laughs) What kind of words would you use for chocolate?
L: Look. Chocolate.
G: Ohhh! Is it …yucky?
L: er… no …
G: Is it… soft?
L: No
G: What is it?
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L: It’s yummy?
G: Yummy! (Laughs) shall we do our rhyming game?
L: Mmmm (nods)
G: If Grandma says ‘yummy’, what rhymes with ‘yummy’?
L: Mmm. Yummy..tummy.
G: Tummy? Yes. And if Grandma said ‘flower’, what rhymes with ‘flower’?
L: Er, power?
G: Power? Yeah.
L: No, tower.
G: Tower! That’s a good one. And if Grandma says ‘house’, what rhymes with
‘house’?
L: Pouse? Pow…
G: What’s a little (mimes little creature running along table.) The little thing that runs along
that’s furry.
L: A dog?
G: (Laughs) Does it rhyme with ‘house’?
L: No
G: (Laughs) What rhymes with house?
L: Um couse.
G: Couse? House?
L: Yeah.
G: Mmm does, doesn’t it? I wonder if you could tell me, Leonie, when you went to
Sienna’s house on Sunday, with Sienna’s mummy and daddy, what did you do?
L: Yeah.
G: Can you tell me about it?
L: Um (rolling playdoh)
G: What did you do at Sienna’s house?
L: (Holding up playdoh) do you wanna roll?
G: I’ll have a roll (picks up playdoh) whilst you talk to me. What did you do with
Sienna?
L: You’re on a rolling thing.
G: Did you go to the park?
L: Er , no.
G: What did you do at Sienna’s house?
L: Er.. I did go in my jamas (pyjamas).
G: Went in your jamas?
L: Yeah, and go to Mummy’s house.
G: Okay.
L: In a car.
G: Mmhmm. And what did you have to eat at Sienna’s house?
L: Um.. you know we did make. (whispering.) We did make. I will tell you.
(Whispers in Gill’s ear.)
G: What did you make? (whispering)
L: (whispering) Gingerbread mans
G: Oh! Gingerbread mans. Oh were they lovely.?
L: (Whispering) Yeah.
G: Did you eat them?
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L: (Whispering) Yeah.
G: Were they all yummy?
L: (Whispering) Yeah.
G: Did you take one home?
L: (Whispering) Yeah.
G: Lovely
L: Whispering [indistinct]
G: Did Corinne have one?
L: No
G: Why are you whispering?
L: Whispering [indistinct]
G: (Laughs)
Gillian Thompson teaches English at Godalming College.
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Leonie (4;9 Years) and
Corinne (1;1 Years)
Video clip ‘Leonie Speaking with Baby Sister
Corinne’ available at
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/video-clips/
child-language-acquisition-the-leonie-collection-cla
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Leonie (4;9) and Corinne (1;1) speaking.
L= Leonie
G= Gill
C= Corinne
= Means overlap
( ) Time in seconds
At the table: Corinne is sitting on my lap playing with a toy phone and a book;
Leonie is variously talking to me, building with bricks and turning the pages of a
book.
G: So, here we have Corinne
C: [indistinct] =
G: Corinne’s introducing herself and she is thirteen months, aren’t you? And how
old’s Leonie?
L: Four =
C: [indistinct] =
G: Four. And when are you going to be five, Leonie?
L: September
G: Mmmn. Right. And do you know which month we are in now?
L: (2)
G: Laughs. We’re in June, aren’t we? (.) so what we thought we’d do we’d read a
story to Corinne (passes Leonie book) can you read her this story? Thank you.
L: (Nods)
G:. You tell her what’s happening.
L: (turns pages of book and angles page to show Corinne).
G: Okay
C: Da!
G: Tell her what’s happening, can you?
L: (whispering) yeah.
C: Ah!
G: You tell her. What’s the man doing? =
C: Ah da da [indistinct] =
G: I think…this is a firework and I think he’s banging it into the fence (mimes action).
(1) Okay? It’s called a zip zap (.) so what happens next? =
C: Ah..ah..ah..ah..ah [indistinct]
G: Oh hello. (.) What happens to the firework, Leonie? Does it go off? (.) Yeah? Gasps
(Pointing at another picture). And what’s this one? What’s that?
C: [indistinct]
G: Oh. It’s a rocket. Is it a rocket? (laughs).
C: Oh
G: And what happens here? Oop (picks up Corinne). What happens here?
C: [Indistinct].
G: Can you say? It goes ‘poof.’ It doesn’t go does it?
L: (Shakes head).
G: Then what happens? (Turns page). Does it work now?
L: (Nods).
G; It does, doesn’t it? Why don’t you tell Corinne? Tell her the story.
C: [Indistinct].
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L: What does that say? (points to text).
G: Zap.
L: Points to more text
G: Fizz buzz. (2) Laughs
C: Hiya
G: (picks up phone). What’s this Corinne? What’s this?
C: (Takes phone, puts it to her ear and mimes talking).
G: Can you say hello? Hello! Can you say hello?
C: (Smiles and wriggles) oh.
G: Can you can you tell her what happens there, Leonie? Hmmmm?
L: Dad’s fallen over in the mud, hasn’t he?
C: [Indistinct].
G: Yeah? Can you read any of those words? What does that word say there?
(Pointing to text).
L: Dad
G: Dad, doesn’t it? D-A-D. Yeah
C:[Indistinct].
G: Yeah.
C: Hey (3) Shah.
G: (3) Here we are, here’s your story. Look. Look. (2) So what happens at the end of
the story, Leonie?=
C: =Dat(2).
G: Does the rocket go? I think it does doesn’t it? So Leonie, do you remember last
time =
L: =Look it’s different
G: Yes it is. What is the difference?
L: (points)
G: There’s a little..
L: (Points) indistinct
G: Oh it’s got a fuse hasn’t it?
C: Yeah yeah yeah yeah yeah yeah yeah yeah Yeah yeah yeah yeah yeah yeah
G: Leonie…Leonie.. do you remember last time Grandma said you could have
[indistinct, talking to Corinne] Grandma said you could have one piece of chocolate
now or two pieces in ten minutes?
L: One piece now.
G: One piece now. There we go. And you don’t want to wait ten minutes then
you can have two pieces?
L: (Shakes her head).
G: (laughs). All right. There we go. So, Leonie can you with Corinne, could you build a
tower? (Moves some bricks into place). Talk to Corinne and tell her what she needs
to do. (1). Leonie…talk to Corinne: tell her what to do. (1) Are you telling her
what to do?
L: (points to the building brick that Corinne has removed). She’s taken it off.
G: Yeah, talk to her. What does she need to do? Corinne, you need to…
L: (Pushing bricks into place). Build it
G:Mmmmm?
L:Build it.
G: Okay. (.) Help her (6) Talk to her. Can you talk to her?
L: (Leonie building with bricks).
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G: (Pulls toy phone towards her which rings). Ooh. Who’s this? Who’s this?
C: Pulls phone receiver towards her and puts it near her ear.
80
G: Who’s this? Say hello. (2) So, Leonie, can you tell Corinne what you’ve been doing?
L: Building a tower.
G: Mmmn. And what did you have to do?
L: Take it off
G: Okay. So Leonie, when we were in the car you were telling me about
85
Timothy, weren’t you? Who was Timothy? Who’s Timothy?
C: Er. Er. Er
G: Is he called Timmy?
L: Nods
G: Who’s Timmy?
90
L: He’s a spider.
G: And what does he do?
L: He’s. He’s he looks at people (1) not sharing.
G: Not sharing. And what does he do what does he do when children are naughty,
this spider?
95
C: Ba ba ba ba ba ba
L: He be angry.
G: He’s angry is he? And what does what does Timothy not like you to do?
L: Er..snatch and hit people.
G: What does snatch mean?
100
L: Take things off people.
G: Okay. So if I’ve got this (picks up a plastic brick) what would snatching be?
L: Take it off.
G: Take it off people. So what does Timmy do if people are snatching?
L: He be angry.
105
G:He’s angry.Does he crawl all over them?
L: No
G: So do people not snatch? Do they learn not to snatch things? Mmmm? (Laughs)
Ooh shall we show Corinne this book?
C: Aaaaa
110
G: (Encouraging Corinne to feel the book). Aaaa. Aaaa
L: (Who has built the tower.) Look!
G: Ooh! What have you built?
L: A tower.
G: And how did you that?
115
L: (Pointing to all the blocks she put in place). I did put that block there and that
block there and that big block there and that bit there and that bit there.
G: Okay. And why did you decide to put this green one there (pointing to green
wheel on Leonie’s tower).
L: [Indistinct)
120
G: Mmmmm?
L: Because you can hold things on it
G: You can hold things on it
L: I did that. (Pulling down tower to show how she built it from scratch).
G: Okay. Can you show me?
125
L: I did that.
G: I see.

L: (Rebuilds tower).
C:Ba. Issue
G: And what do you think this green one is?
L: Because there’s a hole in it.
G: Okay. What does the green one do?
L:It spins around
G: Okay so what might it be?
L: It’s spinning round
G:Is it a er tap?
C: Aaaaa. Dadadada
L: No
G:What is it?
L: (piling up the bricks). I put that over there.
C: Dadadadadadada
G:(To Leonie). Mmm? (To Corinne) You’ve got a lot to say for yourself. Haven’t you?
What’s this?
C: Da
G: What’s that?
C: Dat
G: Mmmm.
C: Da da da
G: What shall we do here? (Picks up flap on book) What do we do here Corinne? We
go.. peep bo.
G: What can you see?
C:Bo.
L: I made a little step
G: Oh that's a good idea
C: [Indistinct]
G: And who’s going to go up the step?
C: Da. Ay. Dadadadad
G: Look what’s this? What’s this?
C: Dat
G: What’s this?
C: (Picks up phone receiver and speaks into it). Hiya!
G: Hello
L: I did make
G: What did you make?
L: A tower
G: And what is at the top of the tower?
L: (Points to plastic shape) That
G: What’s that?
L: (Touches shape)
G: What is it?
L: A block
G:A block. And what can you do with this? (Points to shape). What did you use that
for?
L: (Turns shape). You spin it around.
G: Oh okay. You turn it do you?
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Corinne (2;1 Years)
Video clip ‘Corinne Chatting’ available at
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/video-clips/
child-language-acquisition-the-leonie-collection-cla

Leonie_Corinne Speaking.indd 5

20/11/2019 12:54

Corinne Chatting Transcript
Language teacher and grandmother Gillian Thompson discusses her
conversation with Corinne in emagazine 86 (December 2019). Subscribers to
the website who are logged in can access her article here:
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/e-magazine/articles/36870
[Corinne is two years and one month at the time of filming.]

G = Gill
C = Corinne
// = overlaps
( ) = time in seconds
G: Right so this is Corinne … and Corinne you’ve just had a birthday haven’t you?1 Mmmm?
Shall we make a snake, Corinne?
C: Mmmm offal
G: What’s that? What is it? Corinne what do snakes do? What do snakes do?
C: Ssssss

5

G: What noise do they make?
C: Ssssss
G: Can you find a snake?
C: Nake
G: Can you find a snake in here?

10

C: Nake
G: Snake. Oooh! Can you see a snake?
C: [Points at picture of snake in book and smiles.]
G: Ahhh. What colour’s the snake?
C: [Smiles]

15

G: What colour is he? What colour? What colour’s the snake? Is he red?
C: Red
G: Is he red? Which are the red bits? Point to the red bits.
C: [Points]
G: That’s it. And what colour’s this?

20

C: Snake
G: What colour’s the snake? Is he blue?
C: Blue
G: He’s yellow isn’t he?
C: Lellow //

25

G: // He’s yellow. Can you make another snake?
C: [Moulds playdo]
G: What are you making now, Corinne? What are you making?
C: Nake
G: A snake! And what does a snake do?

30

C: Ssssss
G: Sssss. And what does this animal do? Let’s have a look. [Turns pages of book and points]
What’s that Corinne?
C: Lion
G: A Lion. And what does a lion…?

35

C: Oh no!
G: What
C: [Picks up piece of playdoh and shows it to me]
G: Oh. What’s that? Is it all right? Can you make it into something? What does a lion do,
Corinne?
40
C: Roar
G: Roar. And who’s this? [Points to picture in book]What’s that?
C: [smiles]
G: Is it a little boy? [indistinct] And what’s this? [Points to picture again]
C: Slake!

45

G: Snake. And what’s this? [Points to another picture]
C: Lion
G: It’s a tiger
C: Tiger
G: Tiger. Good girl. It’s like a lion, isn’t it? [Turns pages of book and points again]

50

And what’s this?
C: E-e-phant
G: Elephant. Can you say elephant?
C: E-e-phant
G: Yes, that’s right. Can you see a flower?
C: [Points to flower]
G: Yeah. What colour’s the flower? [Points] What colour’s this? What colour’s that?
C: [indistinct]
G: Mmmmm? What colour is it? Is it red?

55

C: Red

60

G: Red. Good girl. [Turns pages again. Points at picture} Oh what’s that?
C: Lion
G: What does a lion do?
C: Roar
G: Roar. Yes. Can you see a lion on the table, Corinne? Where’s the lion on the table?

65

C: [Looks]
G: Can you see a lion? Can you see a lion? [Picks up toy animal]. Is this a lion?
C: [Smiles]
G: Where’s the lion?
C: [Picks up toy lion]

70

G: Yeah!
C: [Holds up toy lion and smiles]
G: Can you make the lion go roar?
C: Roar
G: Yes

75

C: There e is
G: Can you make him some food?
C: [Holds lion up to Gill’s mouth]
G: [Makes eating noises.]
C: There e is

80

G: Make him some food… for his dinner, can you?
C: [Puts a ball of playdoh into the toy lion’s mouth]
G: Does he like that? Is that his dinner?
C: Lion
G: mmmm

85

C: Lion
G: Are you putting a finger in his mouth?
C: Lion
G: Does he go ouch?
C: Lion
G: Can Grandma put her finger in its mouth?
C: Fing
G: Finger?

90

C: Lion
G: Ye-es!

95

C: Lion
G: A lion [Turns pages of book] What’s that?
C: Monkey
G: What does a monkey do?
C: [Putting hands under armpits to mime monkey movements] Eee eee eee

100

G: Eee Eee Eee! That’s right
C: [Making lion eat playdoh] Yum yum yum
G: Corinne, do you know what this is? [Points to picture in book]
C: Tarrot
G: It’s a parrot, is it?

105

C: = Parrot
G: = Parrot. Good girl.
C: [indistinct]
G: What’s going to be in the river?
C: Ooooh!

110

G: What’s this?
C: [indistinct for crocodile]
G: what’s this?
C: [indistinct for crocodile]
G: Crocodile

115

C: [indistinct for crocodile]
G: Crocodile what does a crocodile…
C: [Making lion run up Gill’s face and emitting ‘lion’ sounds]
G: Yes. Oooh dear oooh lion no don’t eat me don’t eat me [laughs] make him something
else to eat
120
C: [Makes lion bounce on table]
G: What does a crocodile do Corinne?
C: Nap nap
G: Snap snap. Yes. Snap snap
C: [Squeals]
G: Ooooh! Shall we do the puzzle?
C: Indistinct

125

G: [Pulls out puzzle]What can you see? What can you see in the puzzle? (1) Which animals
can you see? (1) What’s this? What’s this?
C: [Points]

130

G: What is it?
C: [Smiles]
G: A monkey
C: Monkey
G: [Points to another picture] And what’s this?
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C: [Indistinct]
G: Giraffe. And what’s this?
C: Dial
G: Mmm? Crocodile?
C: [indistinct]

140

G: Yes and what’s this? [points to another picture]
C: laffent
G: Yes. And what’s this one?
C: raffe
G: It’s not a giraffe. This is a giraffe. What’s this? What’s this one?

145

C: [indistinct. Looks at camera]
G: Mmmm? Do you know? What’s that? What is it?
C: Giraffe
G: That’s a giraffe (points) and this is a zebra
C: bebra

150

G: Ye-es! (1) do you want to do the puzzle?
C: [Indistinct]
G: Mmm?
C: Out. Out.
G: Out. Shall we get it out?

155

C: Out
G: (5) [Takes puzzle pieces out]
C: [Indistinct]
G: Mmmmm?
C: Yeah [Starts to do puzzle, humming]
G: Shall we do some singing, Corinne?

160

C: Yeah =
G: =Shall we do singing? Go. Heads, shoulders, what goes next?
C: [Mimes actions] Toes
G: Knees and toes. Knees and toes.

165

C: Pig…pig…ha!
G: Pig. [Assembling jigsaw]. It doesn’t go there.
C: There?
G: No
C: [Indistinct] Goes there

170

G: that goes there (1) Shall we try up here?
C: [Indistinct. Shakes head]
G: Does it go there? Is that right?
C: [indistinct]
G: Oooh. Push. Is that right?

175

C: Other one goes there.
G: Put the other one there.
C: Other one goes =
G: =Put it there.
C:[Tries to push in puzzle piece] iih. eee. There.
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G: Push.
C: Oooh (2) Push
G: Push. That’s it.
C: Did it!
G: Did it! Well done. And what goes there?

185

C: There. There. There. That one. Eeee (2) Eee
G: Push
C:Pig. Pig.
G: I don’t think it does go there, does it? [Trying to push in jigsaw piece.] Oooh. Is it hard?
190
C: Did it!
G: Did it!
C: [indistinct] goes there
G: Where does the giraffe go?
C: It goes there=

195

G: Does that go there?
C: Yeah=
G: = Or does it. No. Grandma’s got it wrong
C: Wrong. Wrong.
G: Wrong.

200

C: [Singing and making animal move up and down on desk]
G: What’s this Corinne? What’s that? Do you know?
C: Monkey.
G: No. What’s this? [Points to picture] Do you know what that is?
C: mmmm
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G: Is that a kangaroo?
C: Roar
G: Kangaroo?
C: [Singing and making animal move up and down on desk] Did it…Grandma
G: Did it

210

C: Eeee ah…Big…Big
G: Big is it?
C: [Singing and making animal move up and down on desk]
G: Oh! Do you want to do the last piece, Corinne? (2) Put the last piece in? (2) Put that piece
in.
215
C: [Puts jigsaw piece in. Smiles]
G: Have you done it? =
C: = Did it!
G: Did it. Well done. Shall we have a story? [Picks up toy ice cream] Corinne, what’s this?
C: Ice fream

220

G: Ice cream. [Hands toy ice cream to Corinne] Do you want to give some to the lion?
C: {Puts toy ice cream in her mouth then in toy lion’s mouth.]
G: That’s it. Does he like it? Is that good?
C: Yum yum yum
G: Yum yum yum?
C: Yum yum yum
G: [Laughs]
C: Yum yum yum yum…
G: Can you make him something else to eat? What can you make him?

225

C: A [indistinct]

230

G: What’s that? What are you giving him? Is that some cake? What is he eating?
C: Apple
G: An apple! Is he?
C: Yum
G: Yes

235

C: Ohh
G: Does he like it?
C: [Singing and making animal move up and down on desk]
G: What else would he like? What else can you make him?

240

C: Apple
G: Apple. Can you make him some chocolate?
C: [Puts pretend food in lion’s mouth] Chocolate. Chocolate.
G: Yes. Does he like that?
C: [smiles] It’s teddy. [Makes lion eat ‘food’] Yum yum yum [indistinct.]

245

G: What’s he eating now?
C: Apple
G: Oh. And what’s that?
C: Frobby
G: What is it?

250

C: Frobby
G: Ah
C: [Sticks long piece of playdoh in lion’s mouth]
G: It looks like a carrot, doesn’t it?
C: Carrot. Carrot. [Holds playdoh ‘carrot’ up in the air] Hello!

255

G: Hello! Hello carrot.
C: [Breaking up pieces of playdoh] Up (5)
G: Can you make an ice cream?
C: [Indistinct]
G: Is that an ice cream?
C: Rolls out playdoh and hands to Gill.] Ice cream
G: Laughs. Ice cream. (3) [Picks up toy telephone.[ Do you want to talk to Mummy?
C: [Indistinct. Holds toy telephone to her ear.]
G: Talk to Mummy. What are you going to say to Mummy?

260

C: [Holds ‘phone’ to ear]

265

G: What are you going to say to Mummy? Hello Mummy…hello Mummy. Ask Mummy what
she’s doing. [Whispers in her ear}
C: Indistinct. [Put phone down and reaches out for toy animal]. Pig!
G:Do you want to look at your book Corinne? [Holds up book]. That’s not my dolly, her dress
is too spotty. Can you say ‘spotty’?
270
C: [Points at dress] Potty.
G: Yes.
C: Dress. On
G:Mmmm. [continues reading from book]. That’s not my dolly. Her shoes are too bumpy.
Can you feel?
275
C: [Reaches out to touch book]
G: Are they bumpy? (4) Do they feel bumpy? (3)Where’s dolly’s hair?
C: [Points to doll’s hair]
G: That’s it. And what’s this? [Points to picture]
C: Raffe.

280

G: And what’s this? [Points to other picture]
C: Bear
G: What is it? Teddy bear?
C: Nods
G: And what’s this? [Points to next picture]

285

C:Mouse
G: Mouse. That’s not my dolly, her hair ties are too shiny. Can you feel them?
C: [Reaches out to touch picture of hair ties.]
G: Yeah. Where’s dolly’s eyes.
C: [Points on picture]

290

G: Yep. And where’s her nose?
C: [Waves hand over picture in frustration]
G: [Laughs and points to correct place]. I think it’s there, isn’t it? Where’s Corinne’s nose?
C: [Points to own nose]
G: Yep. And where’s Corinne’s eyes?
C: [Points to eyes]
G: That’s it. [Points at another picture.] And what’s this? What’s this?
C: Mouse

295

G: A little mouse, isn’t it? [Reads from book again]. That’s not my dolly, her hat is

300

too soft. Can you feel the hat?
C: [Reaches out to feel hat in picture]
G: Is it soft?
C: Yes
G: Mmmm?

305

C: [Indistinct].
G: What’s she doing, that baby?
C: Flowers
G: Flowers, yes! Are they pretty flowers? [Reads from book again]. That’s not my dolly. Her
hair is too frizzy. Can you feel her hair?
310
C: [Reaches out to ‘feel’ book]
G: Is it frizzy?
C: [Tries to prise up picture]
G: No don’t take her face off. Can you see a ball on the page?
C: [Points to picture of ball]

315

G: Yes! What colours can you see on the ball? Corinne, what colours can you see here?
[points to picture].
C: Red
G: You can’t see red!
C: Blue

320

G: Blue! Good girl. And what colour’s that? (Points at picture).
C: Blue
G: That’s blue. And that is…?
C: Lellow!
G: Good girl! And that is..? [Points to another colour)

325

C: Green
G: Green. Good girl. That’s right [reading from book) That’s my dolly, her bows are so silky.
C: [Indistinct]
G: Mmmmm
C: [Points at picture] Orange.
G: Orange. She’s got orange hair has she?
C: Orange
G: Orange hair.

330

C: Orange

335

G: And what’s this? (Points at another picture)
C: Mouth
G: Yes. (2) Corinne. Can you do humpty dumpty?
C: Humpty
G: Humpty dumpty…

340

C: [Indistinct] A fall
G: Humpty dumpty sat on a =
C: =a wall
G: Humpty dumpty had a big
C: Fall

345

G: All the King’s
C: King’s
G: All the king’s (2) horses
C: Horses
G: And all the Kings men. Couldn’t put Humpty together a…

350

C: …gain!
G: Well done. And can you do ‘Heads, shoulders, knees and toes?’ Can you sing that song?
C: Heads
G: Heads, shoulders knees and …

355

C: Toes
G: Knees and
C: Toes
G: Heads, shoulders
C: Toes

360

G: Knees and toes, knees and toes..and eyes and ears and mouth and
C: Nose
G: And heads, shoulders, knees and toes. Mmmm?
C: again
G:Again
C: [Indistinct]
G: Corinne sing
C: Heads toes.
G: Heads, shoulders knees and

365

C: Toes

370

G: Knees and …
C: [Indistinct]
G: [Laughs] Can you do ‘if you’re happy and you know it’?
C: Happy know it
G: If you’re happy and you know it clap your hands. (2) Can you clap your hands?

375

C: [Puts some playdoh in the tub]
G: Can you clap your hands?
C: [Puts more playdoh in tub. Claps hands]
G: That’s it. If you’re happy and you know it clap your hands
C: Lid..lid

380

G: Mmmm? Lid? Is that the lid there? [Holds up playdoh lid]
C: Lid. (Places lid on top of pot) Lid. Lid [Claps hands]
G: [Laughs] Can you…pat your head?
C: [Puts more playdoh in pot]
G: We’ll put those in there shall we? There we go.Okay?

385

[Picks up toy man and slide.] Do you want to make the man go down the slide?
C: Yeah [Makes toy man go down slide] Wheee! Wheee!
G: [Laughs}
C: Thing (swing?) gone now
G: Thing gone now? What thing?
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C: Gone now.
G: Swing? Oh, swing’s gone. We didn’t bring the swing did we?
C: Ohhhh
G: That was silly
C: [Indistinct] Wheee!

395

G: What’s the man doing?
C: [Looks on floor] lid. Lid.
G: Mmmm. Shall we find the lid? Do you think you’ve done enough talking Corinne?
C: Yes.
G: Can you say bye bye?
C: Bye bye
G: Bye bye [Laughs]

400

