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KILL OR CURE

How language is used – chart
Features

Advert 1

Advert 2

Popularity/fame
e.g. ‘World famous’, ‘Best-selling’
Testimonial: a personal recommendation.
e.g. ‘This worked for me!
Anecdote: a short account/personal story of an incident or
event

Exclusivity
e.g. ‘Only manufactured by…’ ‘Highest quality’ ‘Secret recipe’
Alliteration: repeated letter sounds.

Rhyme

Word play, for example, a pun.

Assertion: stating something confidently, without supporting
evidence.

Pseudo-scientific language: made-up scientific sounding
words

Exaggeration: ‘Amazing miracle cure’.

Emotive language: deliberate choice of words to make the
reader feel a particular emotion
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LOOKING FOR ADVENTURE

Low

High
32

Mood

x

An anecdote with a message – line graph
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SPORTS SHORTS

Women and Wheels
What makes it funny? (1)
Example of humour

Why people might find it Who is Jerome poking fun at?
(E.g. women, men, learner cyclists, cyclists in
funny

Humour
score out
of 5

They all suggest people
Women learning to cycle
falling off or nearly falling
off without actually saying it
directly – euphemistic tone.

4

general, aristocracy...)

The list in the first
paragraph of what
learner cyclists call out

The fact that the list is
so long and everyone is
pretending everything is all
right creates the humour.

© ENGLISH & MEDIA CENTRE, 2017

117

HOLDING HANDS IN THE DARK
Where do you draw the line? Quiz
Food and drink

A.

Starvation: not enough food and water to stay alive.

B.

Just enough food and water to keep me alive.

C.

The right quantity and type of food and drink to keep me not only alive, but
healthy.

D.

A good variety of tasty and healthy food with take-aways or restaurant meals
sometimes if I wish.

Transport
A.

Not able to get to essential places, for example medical treatment, acquiring food,
getting to school or work.

B.

Able to get to essential places, although this means a long and tiring journey over
long distances, or putting myself in danger.

C

Able to get to the places I need to go without getting exhausted or putting myself
in danger.

D.

Easy and convenient transport to the places I need or would like to go, for
example a friend’s house, places for entertainment.
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HOLDING HANDS IN THE DARK
Clothes

A.

Not enough clothing to protect me from the weather or give me personal dignity.

B.

Just enough clothing to protect me from the weather and give me personal dignity.

C.

A few different outfits for different purposes.

D.

A variety of clothing that I like, that makes me look and feel good, suited to
different aspects of my life.

Shelter
A.

Little or no shelter.

B.

Shelter from the weather but little or no privacy or comfort.

C.

A warm, safe place to sleep, eat and store my things.

D.

A bed and privacy for every member of the household. Plenty of furniture and
equipment for eating, sleeping and cooking and space for storing our stuff.
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HOLDING HANDS IN THE DARK
Free time
A.

Little or no free time.

B.

The occasional moment for relaxation or sleep.

C.

Regular occasions for relaxation and fun.

D.

Enough time and money to socialize with friends and family, go on holiday and go
to places for entertainment.

Money
A.

Little or no money. Not able to buy the essentials.

B.

Just enough money for essentials like food, water and shelter but little left over for
anything else.

C.

Enough money to get me food, water and shelter with some left over for treats and
non-essentials.

D.

Enough money for the essentials, plus enough for treats and luxuries without
having to worry about it.
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