Stories in conversation
• The Last Woman on Earth
• Time Capsule Found on the Dead Planet
• An Account of the Decline of the Great Auk,
According to One Who Saw It

Stories in conversation
You are going to read and study three different short stories. As you work through each one,
you will get a chance to think about how they relate to each other. If these stories were in
conversation with each other, what would they be saying?
The stories are:
The Last Woman on Earth, by Caroline Hadilaksono
Time Capsule Found on the Dead Planet, by Margaret Atwood
An Account of the Decline of the Great Auk, by Jessie Greengrass
In addition to the Iridescent Adolescent anthology, you will need access to following worksheets
from the accompanying resource pack:
• Decline of the Great Auk Worksheet 1: First Paragraph
All stories can be found in Iridescent Adolescent: Diverse Literary Short Stories

Titles in conversation
• What do you think each story might be about? What kind of story do you think it will be?
• Can you think of any likely connections between the stories?
• Which story are you most intrigued to read first?

The Last Woman on Earth

Time Capsule Found on the Dead Planet

An Account of the Decline of the Great Auk, According to One Who Saw It

Last Woman on Earth
Caroline Hadilaksono
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The first panel

• In small groups, share your thoughts and ideas about what is happening in this panel. What do
you think has happened to bring this scene about?
• On your own, write the opening to a short story based on the panel.
• Take it in turns to hear some of the different ways in which you have each written the opening.
• Discuss the difference between a story which uses pictures and one which uses words.

Reading the whole story
• Read the story on your own.
• Now write down your first impressions, including
ideas about:
• Whether or not you enjoyed the story and why
• What you thought the story was about
• What you thought was most interesting about
the story
• What it was like to read a graphic story.
• Now share what you have written in small groups.

Telling a story in pictures
• In small groups, discuss how each of the following are used to tell this story.
o Colour
o Using the same image more than once
o Focus (e.g. close-ups and long-shots)
o Shape and size of the panels
o The meaning that is created in the gaps between the panels (known as the ‘gutter’)
o Sequences of images that link together, one after the other
o The relationship between images and words.

What’s special about this graphic story?
Caroline Hadilaksono’s agent wants to sum up for
possible publishers what she thinks is interesting
about her style of writing a graphic short story.

o Colour

• In your groups, pick three or four things from
the list that you think are particularly
interesting about her style.

o Focus (e.g. close-ups and long-shots)

• In role as her agent, prepare a short
presentation to make to a group of possible
publishers. Focus on what makes her work
interesting.
• Take it in turns to make your presentations.

o Using the same image more than
once
o Shape and size of the panels
o The meaning that is created in the
gaps between the panels (known as
the ‘gutter’)
o Sequences of images that link
together, one after the other
o The relationship between images
and words

Defending the graphic form
• Write a response to this letter, in role as
the director of the English and Media
Centre (publisher of Iridescent
Adolescent).
Your response needs to justify the inclusion
of ‘The Last Woman on Earth’ and explain
why you will be keeping it in future editions.

Dear English and Media Centre,
My child’s school recently invested in copies of
the short story anthology, Iridescent
Adolescent. I was shocked and disappointed to
find a graphic ‘story’ within its pages. Surely
secondary students are beyond picture stories?
I trust that should you print a second edition of
this book, ‘The Last Woman on Earth’ will be
replaced with something more worthy of study.
Yours faithfully,
A. Parent

Time Capsule Found
on the Dead Planet
Margaret Atwood
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Before reading
‘Time Capsule Found on the Dead Planet’ is a very short story, divided into five sections. The
different sections begin as follows (with commas punctuated as in the original!):
• In the first age, we created gods.
• In the second age we created money.
• In the third age, money became a god.
• In the fourth age we created deserts.
• You who have come from some distant planet …
• In a pair, or small group, discuss anything that you notice based on these section openings.
• Still in your pair, or small group, write your own ‘flash fiction’ story, using ‘In the first age’, ‘In
the second age’ etc. The whole story should be no more than 120 words.

Reading the story and first impressions
• Read the whole story and write down your response
to these questions.
• Who is telling the story? Whose story are they
telling? Who are they telling it to?
• How does this story make you think about the
world you live in today?
• Share your responses around the class.

‘Time Capsule Found on the Dead Planet’: statements
• In a pair or small group,
discuss these statements
about ‘Time Capsule’. How
do they add to your
understanding of the
story? Do you agree with
each one? In what ways?
Are there other things you
can think of?
• Rank order the
statements, with the one
you find most interesting
first.
• Share your choices in class
discussion.

A. It reads like a creation myth, for example like the story of
Genesis in the Bible, which has the opening line ‘In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth’.
B.

It shows how people have brought about their own
downfall. This is really brought home by the use of the word
‘created’. This should be a positive word, but there is
nothing positive about creating deserts.

C.

It’s about the end of life on a planet, but it feels very real
and similar to lots of events already taking place on Earth.

D. The use of the third person plural, ‘we’, makes it sound like
everyone on this planet is responsible for what happened.
E.

There’s a sense that the destruction caused by money was
inevitable. ‘No one could stop it’, writes Atwood.

‘Last Woman’ & ‘Time Capsule’: points for consideration
• In a pair or small group,
discuss which of these words
and phrases applies to which
story.

A. Hopeful

B. Dystopian

C. Accusatory

• Choose two that give you lots
to say about what the stories
have in common.

D. A warning

E. Frightening

F. Despairing

• Choose another two that
give you lots to say about
how they are different.

G. Original

H. Clever

I.

• Share your group’s thoughts
with the rest of your class.

Powerful

Writing a time capsule story
• You are now going to have a go at writing a time capsule story of your own to tell people of the
future something about the world as it is now. You could:
• Write the story in your own way
• Use a similar structure and style to Margaret Atwood
• Write it in graphic form like Caroline Hadilaksono.

An Account of the Decline of
the Great Auk, According to
One Who Saw It
Jessie Greengrass
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Setting the scene
For this activity you will also need Decline of the Great Auk Worksheet 1: First Paragraph.

The first paragraph of this story is packed with information, but it doesn’t tell the reader
everything. It is reproduced on the student worksheet ‘Decline of the Great Auk Worksheet
1: First Paragraph’.
• On the worksheet make a note of the following:
o Details you think will be important in the story
o Questions this first paragraph leaves you with
o Similarities and differences between this paragraph and the stories ‘The Last Woman
on Earth’ and ‘Time Capsule Found on the Dead Planet’.
• Share your ideas around the class.

Reading the story
• As a class, read the whole story (pages 153-158).
• When you have finished, write a few sentences exploring your
thoughts and feelings about it.
• Share examples of these around the class.

‘An Account of the Decline of the Great Auk’ is based on a true story.
Great auks lived in the Atlantic Ocean. They spent most of their lives
out at sea, only coming on land for a brief period each year to lay their
eggs and raise their young. During this period they were hunted,
mainly for their feathers, which were used in pillows.
On 3 June 1844, the last two confirmed great auks were killed on
Eldey, an island off the coast of Iceland (top right).
Great auks once bred in parts of the United Kingdom, such as St Kilda
which, now uninhabited, was once the remotest inhabited part of the
UK. It is 40 miles off the coast of Scotland and is mentioned in the
story.

Eldey, off the coast of Iceland.
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Interesting background information

A close exploration of the story
Each of these activities will help you to look more closely at the story.
• In a pair, or small group, choose one to complete.
• Share what you have found out with the rest of your class.

A. Read the first and last line of every paragraph. Do you notice any patterns
or changes as the story goes on?
B.

Read the whole of the first and last paragraphs. How has the story shifted
from beginning to end?

C.

Read a single paragraph in detail. What do you notice about how it is
written? Read another and see if you notice similar or different things.

D. Give a title to each paragraph. Do you notice anything about how the
paragraphs change as the story goes on?

Writing activity
Imagine your head teacher has decided to ban ‘An Account of the Decline
of the Great Auk’ from being taught in your school on the basis that it is
too distressing.
• Write a response arguing that the story should be taught. Your defence should have
two main areas of focus:
o The important message the story carries
o The way the story is written – an excellent example of quality literature.
You will need to re-read the story with both of these points in mind, taking notes as
you go. You should then have a class discussion of your main ideas, before planning
and then writing.

Three stories in conversation
You are now going to think about all three of the stories you have studied: ‘The Last Woman on
Earth’, ‘Time Capsule Found on the Dead Planet’ and ‘An Account of the Decline of the Great Auk’.
• In a small group, take it in turns to select one of the prompts in the boxes. Start talking about
how it applies to one or more of the stories. When someone in your group runs out of things to
say, someone else should carry on the conversation.
• When you have run out of things to say about a particular prompt, choose another one and
repeat the process.
Extinction

The environment

Humans

Story form

Despair

Narrative voice

Originality

Dystopia

Reflection

Final writing tasks
1.

2.

In role as the author of one of the
stories, explain why and how you wrote
it.

Write a blog piece called ‘Three short
stories about the environment – why
they are well worth reading’.
Choose three or four of the prompts
from the previous slide to write about in
relation to the stories. You can also add
new ideas of your own.

3.

Imagine you work for an environmental action
group, like Greenpeace, or Friends of the
Earth. You have created a prize for the best
short story highlighting environmental issues.
Choose one of the three stories to be the
winner of the prize and write the speech
announcing this. In your speech, make sure to
mention:
• What it says about the environment
• What makes it a really good story in terms
of what it has to say
• In what ways it is well written
• What you liked about the other two stories.

Reading widely, making connections
The following stories included in the Iridescent Adolescent anthology would all be interesting to
read in relation to the three stories in this ‘conversation’. The connections are not always obvious!
• Why not read one or two, thinking about the connections you can find? Remember to think
about the way the stories are told, as well as what they are about.
• Great Pucklands
• Doing That
• Sticks
• Iridescent Adolescent

These stories can be found in Iridescent
Adolescent: Diverse Literary Short Stories
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