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Stop! Read me!
1. What does this Video PDF include?
Pages 1-26 are activity sheets for you to
print out. They look like this:

Pages 27-28 are video pages (like a
DVD). They look like this:

These pages include all the video clips
referred to in the activity sheets.
Activities which use a video clip are
indicated with this icon:
Clicking on this icon will take you directly
to the video page.

2. How do I play the video clips?
First make sure you have saved the ﬁle to your desktop.
To play the video clips you need to open the ﬁle in Adobe Reader 9 or above.
You can download this free application by clicking here.
Follow the instructions to install the latest version of the Adobe Reader program. Once it is installed
and you have agreed the license, open the program.
Go to ‘File – Open’ and navigate your way to the PDF you have downloaded. NB: The video ﬁles
will not display or play if you open the PDF in Adobe Reader 8 or below.
Move your cursor onto the video image. Click and the video will begin to play within the page.
To play the video clips to a class you will need a computer, data projector and screen.

3. How can I play the video clips full screen?
Position the cursor on the video image. On a PC: right click. On a Mac either right click or
‘Control+click’.

4. How do I stop the video clips playing?
Either move to another page in the PDF or click the Play/Pause button on the control panel, as shown
here. NB: The control panel is visible only when you move your cursor over the video image.

5. What do I do after the video clip has ﬁnished playing in full screen mode?
To exit full screen mode, press the escape button on your computer.
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THE DIPPER – PLAY MOVIE

The Dipper – Play Movie
You might have already studied a film called Double Take. Now you’re going to look at The Dipper, a second film
which seems to have a similar theme.

Watching the ﬁlm – the set up
■ Watch the first one minute 18 seconds of The Dipper.
■ Talk with a partner about what you’ve seen and heard so far. For example:
– How would you describe the young man? What is the evidence for your views – the images? The
voiceover? The editing? Or all these things?
– What do you think will happen next, and why? Note down the main points of your discussion.

Re-viewing the intro
■ Take a closer look at the opening moments of The Dipper, up to the title caption.
■ Try and work out how many different shots this sequence includes, and how they have been edited together.
In fact, in this 30-second set-up:
– there are over 20 different edit points (i.e. cuts from one shot to another) – pretty speedy!
– some shots use a fixed camera, whilst in others the camera itself is panning – moving from left to
right, or vice versa, along with the passers-by
– some shots zoom in or out, giving the impression of constant movement
– this montage, or tightly-edited sequence of shots, is created by cutting between four or five separate
shots – but it gives the impression of being far busier and more complex.
■ Have a third look at this opening 30 seconds. This time:
– clap each time you notice a shot-change, sometimes called an edit point, and count the claps
– see if you can work out the separate shots used to create this sequence.
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The soundtrack of the intro
■ Listen to the soundtrack of the intro with your eyes closed. Make a note of all the different sounds you hear.
■ This film has a spoken soundtrack, which we hear before we see the speaker. What clues does the voice give
about the person who is speaking?
■ Read the script of the opening moments below. Annotate it with any ideas it gives you about the personality of
the speaker, and about the narrative.
■ Put a cross by the point in the script at which the speaker is seen. Then talk about the effect of hearing the voice
before we actually see the speaker.
You should never judge a book by its cover.
That’s what they say. Take me for instance. I can
blend into a crowd; just another face in the
endless stream of faces that pass you by. But
the world’s full of opportunists – people who’ll
jump at the chance to make a quick buck. And
there ain’t many that’ll spare a second thought
for those that get in the way.You have to be
aware. Otherwise they’ll ﬂeece you before you
can say...bang!

Watching the ﬁlm
■ Watch the rest of the film.
■ In pairs, compare the film with the predictions you made earlier.
■ Together, write a shared summary of the story of The Dipper. Do this in no more than 50 words.

Setting up the hero
■ Watch the next 90 seconds of the film after the title. The ‘hero’ is standing back observing the passers by. What
is he looking at? Having watched the whole film, can you spot any clues which may help you to understand the
narrative which follows?
■ What do we learn about the hero from his comments about the passers by? Find three adjectives you would
choose to describe him. For example, is he sympathetic and sensitive, or calculating and ruthless? Use the
transcript below to help you decide.
For a professional like me, it’s not just a question of ﬁrst come ﬁrst served. Single mum, probably on beneﬁts. I
bet she hasn’t got a pot to piss in, poor cow. It would hardly be worth the effort. ‘Can’t you just shut up for a
minute? Mummy this, mummy that, don’t I get a moment’s peace?’ No no, that’s what mothers are for.
I know what you’re thinking. That’s a tasty gold watch.You’re wrong. It’s fake. Why is he in a rush? I’ll tell you
why. It’s his ﬁrst interview in months. And this time he’s pulled out all the stops. He’ll f*** it up in the ﬁrst ﬁve
minutes and have to wait another six months for another interview, by which time his wife will have left him
for the ofﬁce boy. Ta ta mate – good luck.
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The narrative structure of The Dipper
The Dipper seems to be telling a very simple story until two-thirds of the way through the film when the story seems
to become rather more complicated. Listed below is a jumbled-up summary of the film, in nine parts.
■ With a partner, take on one of the tasks listed here (your teacher will tell you which).
A. Re-organise the narrative events to tell the story as told in the film by the Dipper.
B. Re-organise the narrative events to tell the story from the point of view of the victim.
C. Re-organise the narrative events to tell the story in chronological order – i.e. the way they actually
happened in real time.
When you’ve re-organised your story, join up into an ABC group, and compare your versions.
– Does the moral or meaning of the story change depending on who’s telling it?
– Does the order in which you describe the events change the meaning of the story?
– Why do you think P.J. Harling, the director, chose to tell the story in this way?
Flashback to the moment when the wallet was stolen from victim.

✂ ....................................................................
Pickpocket bumps into victim, helps her pick up her things, and diverts her
attention before stealing her wallet.

✂ ....................................................................
Watching the ambulance take away the injured man, victim becomes aware
of pickpocket.

✂ ....................................................................
Pickpocket chooses a likely-looking victim.
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Pickpocket runs off through park, but is apprehended by a policeman,
while victim watches his arrest – possibly for murder.

✂ ....................................................................
Victim spots injured man, calls police, but then steals his wallet.

✂ ....................................................................
A pickpocket surveys a crowded street, searching for possible victims.

✂ ....................................................................
Pickpocket watches victim, follows her, and plots a strategy.

✂ ....................................................................
Flashback to victim’s face at the moment of the pickpocket’s arrest.
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