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Stop! Read me!
1. What does this Video PDF include?

Pages 1-25 are activity sheets for you to 
print out. They look like this:

Activities which use a video clip are 
indicated with this icon:

Clicking on this icon will take you directly 
to the video page.

Pages 26-27 are video pages (like a 
DVD). They look like this:

These pages include all the video clips 
referred to in the activity sheets.

2. How do I play the video clips?
First make sure you have saved the fi le to your desktop. 

To play the video clips you need to open the fi le in Adobe Reader 9 or above. 

You can download this free application by clicking here. 

Follow the instructions to install the latest version of the Adobe Reader program. Once it is installed 
and you have agreed the license, open the program. 

Go to ‘File – Open’ and navigate your way to the PDF you have downloaded. NB: The video fi les 
will not display or play if you open the PDF in Adobe Reader 8 or below.

Move your cursor onto the video image. Click and the video will begin to play within the page.

To play the video clips to a class you will need a computer, data projector and screen.

3. How can I play the video clips full screen?
Position the cursor on the video image. On a PC: right click. On a Mac either right click or 
‘Control+click’.

4. How do I stop the video clips playing?
Either move to another page in the PDF or click the Play/Pause button on the control panel, as shown 
here. NB: The control panel is visible only when you move your cursor over the video image.

5. What do I do after the video clip has fi nished playing in full screen mode?
To exit full screen mode, press the escape button on your computer.

Activities which use a video clip are 

http://get.adobe.com/reader/
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For the Love of... – Play Movie
Before you start
■ Read the letter on page 4, written by a father to his son. First, read it aloud, paragraph by paragraph. After 

reading, talk in pairs about the following questions.

– What can you tell about the person who wrote this letter? What kind of man is he? How would you 
describe his relationship with his son?

– What can you say about the language of this letter? What mood or tone of voice does it suggest to 
you?

– Why do you think the father has written this letter in this way?

■ Feed back your ideas to the class. When reading the letter, did your ideas about it change at any point? If so, 
mark any turning points on the letter, and talk about what they suggested to you.

A film of the letter
■ Imagine this letter is to be the basis for a short film. How would you film it, and what images would you use to 

bring it to life? For example:

– What do you think is the ‘back-story’ – i.e. the story behind the letter?

– Whose voice would you hear in your film – the father’s or the son’s – or someone else’s?

– Would your main focus be on the son reading the letter, or the father writing it, or on other people not 
mentioned in the letter?

– What images would you choose to illustrate the letter, and why? 

■ Share your ideas, and come up with a very simple 8-10 frame storyboard for a film based around the letter, using 
the template on page 5. Your first frame might look something like this:

FOR THE LOVE OF... PLAY MOVIE

Dear son,

I hope this letter finds you in good health. 

Notes
Long shot of mum 
with boy on her lap, 
reading letter aloud 
to him.
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FOR THE LOVE OF... PLAY MOVIE

Dear son,

I hope this letter finds you in good health. 

Remember you used to say that you thought I was a superhero? 

Well, you’ll be proud to learn that over here that’s exactly what I 

am doing.

In my new role I am invisible. The people here do not hear me and 

do not see me. But I am always there, in front of them, invisible.

The people here are hardworking and very friendly. But I would 

like you to do something for me. You need to invent a superhero 

name for me. Over here the citizens call me many names. But 

they do not make me feel proud of what I do. You can think of 

something special, I know.

I work hard preparing a better life for us. But as you can tell, 

this work is very different from what I did at home. But I have 

adapted quickly, and impressed my boss.

I am sorry I can’t send much money. People want to pay me 

rewards for what I do for them, but I refuse. Making people safe is 

payment enough. But my next letter will contain more.

Remember to be strong. Be like a young superhero. Grandad told 

me you are getting into trouble at school. Superheroes don’t do 

that. Don’t get angry, nobody likes a bully.

I know you miss me, and I miss you. I promise it will not be for 

much longer. Always remember, Nicos, that I love you my son. 

Please never forget that. We will be together again soon. I promise.
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Dear son,

I hope this letter finds you in good health. 

Notes

Remember you used to say that you thought 
I was a superhero? 

Well, you’ll be proud to learn that over here 
that’s exactly what I am doing.

Notes

In my new role I am invisible. The people here 
do not hear me and do not see me. But I am 
always there, in front of them, invisible.

Notes

The people here are hardworking and very friendly. 
But I would like you to do something for me. You 
need to invent a superhero name for me. Over here 
the citizens call me many names. But they do not 
make me feel proud of what I do. You can think of 
something special, I know.

Notes

I work hard preparing a better life for us. But 
as you can tell, this work is very different 
from what I did at home. But I have adapted 
quickly, and impressed my boss.

Notes

I am sorry I can’t send much money. People 
want to pay me rewards for what I do for them, 
but I refuse. Making people safe is payment 
enough. But my next letter will contain more.

Notes

Remember to be strong. Be like a young 
superhero. Grandad told me you are getting 
into trouble at school. Superheroes don’t do 
that. Don’t get angry, nobody likes a bully.

Notes

I know you miss me, and I miss you. I 
promise it will not be for much longer. 
Always remember, Nicos, that I love you 
my son. Please never forget that. We will be 
together again soon. I promise.

Notes

FOR THE LOVE OF... PLAY MOVIE
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Watching the film
■ Watch the film For the Love of... . and record your first impressions using the questions below.

– What, if anything, surprised you about the film?

– How is it different from some of the versions you storyboarded? 

– Why do you think the director has chosen to make this as a Greek language film with subtitles?

– The twist in this tale is that the father never sends his son the letter he’s written. Why do you think the 
director chose to end the story in this way?

How the film works – a second view

Lights, camera, action
In this film, the director has used camera shots and angles very carefully to tell his story. 

■ Watch the film for a second time, noting down any images you find particularly striking, and describe the mood 
they create. 

■ Now study the shots on page 7, taken from different points in the film. Annotate each one to show the way the 
director, Chris Sheriff, has used different camera angles, lighting and framing (the position of different elements 
within the shot) to create atmosphere and meaning in the story. 

FOR THE LOVE OF... PLAY MOVIE
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FOR THE LOVE OF... PLAY MOVIE
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