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Introduction
The GCSE English Language examination is unusual in that it does not require any revision of 
content. Consequently, these ‘revision’ materials are designed to boost students’ abilities in 
tackling various aspects of the reading and writing sections of both papers.

It is worth bearing in mind the following when using these materials:

 − Teachers can take students through the activities sequentially, or in any order they wish. 
They can also choose to omit certain activities and add in different ones of their own.

 − Teachers can use the materials in conjunction with the sample texts and examination 
papers included, or with alternative texts of their own choice.

 − The materials are designed to remind students about key aspects of their exams, but 
also to help them to engage with those aspects in ways that will improve their general 
understanding and confidence.

 − The materials can be used in classrooms, or photocopied for students to use at home as 
part of their general revision.

 − The materials can be shared across a school or college, with teachers and students, but 
cannot be disseminated more widely.

 − The materials have been designed using sample materials freely available on the 
Eduqas website as models. They are not in any way endorsed by Eduqas and teachers 
should use them alongside any guidance available from the official awarding body.

Reading (50%) Read and understand a range of texts to:

AO1 Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas

Select and synthesise evidence from different texts

AO2 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to 
achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to 
support their views

AO3 Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, 
across two or more texts

AO4 Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references

Writing (50%)

AO5 Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting 
tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences

Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to 
support coherence and cohesion of texts

AO6 Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for 
clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. (This 
requirement must constitute 20% of the marks for each specification as a 
whole.)

NB: Eduqas split these AOs into sub-categories. You can find these on page 51.
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SAMPLE PAPERS FOR EDUQAS ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE GCSE (9-1)

Component 1: 20th Century Literature Reading and Creative 
            Prose Writing 
Time: 1 hour 45 minutes

[NB. These materials have been devised following the model offered by the awarding body in their 
sample materials. They have not been approved by the awarding body and teachers should use them 
in conjunction with their own understanding of the AB’s assessment criteria.]

Section A: 40 Marks
[NB. This passage was written in the 21st century. Texts for this part of the final exam will 
have been written in the 20th century but are likely to be similar in terms of vocabulary 
and level of familiarity.]

Read carefully the passage below. Then answer all the questions which follow it.

The novel from which this passage is taken is set in Tasmania, Australia. In this part of the 
story, set in the late 1940s, Dorrigo Evans and his family, trapped in a car, escape from a 
ferocious forest fire.

Reasoning that their best chance of survival now lay in heading deeper into 
the forest that had already partly burnt, rather than heading into the fire that 
was now sweeping into Hobart, Dorrigo drove on in the direction from which 
his family had fled. Some houses and forest remained, but where the old woman 
who had not wanted them had saved her good boys’ clothes for someone else, 
there was now nothing except smoking tin and ash and a naked chimney. Where 
Mrs McHugh had been chopping down her fence to save her house, it was hard to 
know in the smoke where either had been.

They found themselves driving into a strange night. Coming round a corner 
the black sky gave way to a huge, red wall of fire, perhaps half a mile away, flames 
rising far above them. This was a new fire, roaring up from a different direction, 
and it seemed to be joining several smaller fires into a single inferno. The noise 
of it was overwhelming. For a moment longer they continued staring as they kept 
driving. Ella broke the spell.

It’s the fire front, she said.

Dorrigo braked, threw the Ford Mercury into a wild reverse swerve, 
crashed it into first and took off down the road from where they had just come. 
Past the fallen wires and flaming car wrecks he drove like a man possessed. 
Within minutes though the fire front had caught up with them, and now he 
drove between walls of flame on either side, around burning tree limbs falling 
everywhere, past houses exploding, alternately speeding as fast as he could go 
when there was a clear stretch of road, and slewing and slowing when he had 
to. A fireball, the size of a trolley bus and as blue as gas flame, appeared as if 
by magic on the road and rolled towards them. As the Ford Mercury swerved 
around it and straightened back up, Dorrigo found he had no choice but to ignore 
the burning debris that appeared out of the smoke and hurtled at them – sticks, 
branches, palings – sometimes hitting and bouncing off the car. He grunted as he 
worked the column shift1 up and down, spinning the big steering wheel hard left
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Section B: 40 Marks
In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your creative prose writing skills.

24 marks are awarded for communication and organisation; 16 marks are awarded for 
vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation.

You should aim to write about 450-600 words.

 ❚ Choose one of the following titles for your writing: 

Either, (a) Facing Danger

Or,    (b) The Escape. 

Or,    (c) Write about a time when you helped other people. 

Or,    (d) Write the opening to a story called ‘The Rescue’

[40 marks]
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Recognising What Each Paper Requires
Before starting to revise different aspects of the GCSE English Language papers, it is worth 
reminding yourself about what you will be examined on.

 ❚ In a pair, read the Assessment Objectives against which the papers are designed.

 ❚ Highlight any significant key words, such as ‘structure’.

 ❚ Discuss what each key word means in relation to English study and write down as concise a 
definition for each one as you can.

 ❚ Hold a whole class discussion about the terms in which your teacher will clarify exactly 
what each one means.

AO1 Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas. 

Select and synthesise evidence from different texts.

AO2 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and 
structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant 
subject terminology to support their views.

AO3 Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are 
conveyed, across two or more texts.

AO4 Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual 
references.

AO5 Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and 
adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes 
and audiences.

Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical 
features to support coherence and cohesion of texts.

AO6 Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence 
structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling 
and punctuation.
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