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Stop! Read me! 
1. What does this Video PDF include? 

Pages 1-15 are activity sheets for you to Page 16 is a video page (like a DVD). It 
print out. They look like this: looks like this: 

These pages include all the video clips 
referred to in the activity sheets. 

Activities which use a video clip are 
indicated with this icon: 

Clicking on this icon will take you directly 
to the video page. 

2. How do I play the video clips? 
First make sure you have saved the file to your desktop. 

To play the video clips you need to open the file in Adobe Reader 9 or above. 

You can download this free application by clicking here. 

Follow the instructions to install the latest version of the Adobe Reader program. Once it is installed 
and you have agreed the license, open the program. 

Go to ‘File – Open’ and navigate your way to the PDF you have downloaded. NB: The video files 
will not display or play if you open the PDF in Adobe Reader 8 or below. 

Move your cursor onto the video image. Click and the video will begin to play within the page. 

To play the video clips to a class you will need a computer, data projector and screen. 

3. How can I play the video clips full screen? 
Position the cursor on the video image. On a PC: right click. On a Mac either right click or 
‘Control+click’. 

4. How do I stop the video clips playing? 
Either move to another page in the PDF or click the Play/Pause button on the control panel, as shown 
here. NB: The control panel is visible only when you move your cursor over the video image. 

5. What do I do after the video clip has finished playing in full screen mode? 
To exit full screen mode, press the escape button on your computer. 
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Causing a Controversy 
In this unit you will: 

– talk about teenage books which tackle difficult issues 

– think about different reactions people have to these novels 

– read either Junk or Stone Cold on your own or in a small group 

– use role play to debate the arguments about what is suitable material for teenagers 

– learn how to look at both sides of an argument and weigh up what should be done. 

Raising the issues 

Stories to teach you or stories for fun? Class work 

Enid Blyton said ‘Children’s books should be morally sound’. She thought they should teach ‘decent thinking, loyalty, 
honesty, kindliness.’ 

■	 What do you think? Should fiction try to teach you something as well as tell a story? Or should it just be 
entertainment? 

■	 In the last few years there has been a lot of talk about what subjects are suitable for teenagers to read about. Some 
people have suggested that there should be some sort of classification system like there is for films. Do you agree? 

■	 At what age do you think children should be allowed (or encouraged) to read about the subjects listed below? 
Age 10? 12? 14? 16? At any age? Never? Talk about the reasons for your answers. 

Terrorism Under age sex Bullying Torture 

Racism Homelessness Prostitution Shop lifting 

Truancy Drug or alcohol abuse Child abuse Teenage pregnancy 

Controversial fiction 

People have very different ideas about what novels for teenagers should be like. The quotations on page 2 are all about 
award winning novels written between 1993 and 2001. 

■	 Listen to the quotations being read out loud. As you listen, underline or annotate each quotation to show what 
you think is the main point. 

■	 In pairs read the quotations again. What do some people think is worrying about teenage fiction? What do other 
people think is important about these novels? Record your discoveries in two lists. 

■	 Sum up what you have learned about the main arguments for and against teenage novels being about difficult 
and controversial subjects. Use the sentence starters to help you write your statements. 

Some people think it is important for teenagers to read these novels because … … …

On the other hand, some people think teenagers should not read these novels because … … …

The subjects which concern people most are … … …

While most of the commentators are interested in the subject matter, some people … … …

The comments raise some interesting questions about teenage fiction, for example … … …
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Causing a Controversy 
I don’t think it’s right to encourage children to read about all these very 

1. 
depressing aspects of life … It’s no wonder children feel depressed and 
that suicide rates among young people are going up. 

Nick Seaton, chairman of the Campaign for Real Education, a parents’ 
lobby group 

2. 
Secrecy is the most destructive tool for children. If you try and hide issues 
from them, damage in the longer term will be greater. 

Louise Rennison, novelist 

3. 

People do have a very hysterical attitude to kids of that age … As soon as 
you touch on drugs and sex, everything goes into overdrive … Part 
of the function of novels for adolescents is to put the dark, difficult and 
embarrassing side of life into context. 

Melvin Burgess, novelist 

4. 

This is a very unpleasant – it is about a girl who is on drugs, she’s 
promiscuous, she steals from shops and she prefers in the end to be 
a ‘bitch on heat’ than be a human being … This is quite the nastiest piece 
of children’s literature that I have ever read. 

Eric Hester, Family and Youth Concern 

5. 
There are no taboos. Every topic is open, however shocking. It is the way 
that the topics are handled that’s important, and that applies whether it is a 
15-year-old who is reading your book or someone who is 55. 

Robert Cormier, novelist 

6. 
There is a darkness, an on-the-edge content in these books. They are not 
really true to people’s lives. There needs to be a balance. Young adult 
fiction needs to show that life is still rich, full of hope and good times. 

Meera Govil, manager of the Eltham Bookshop 

Books have to engage with youngsters who are aware that the world can 

7. be a difficult and dangerous place. 

Stephen Moss, journalist 

Fiction is a highly effective medium for communicating with young people 

8. 
about issues that are important to them. 

Bernard Donoghue, Chair London Youth Matters, Letters page of the 
Guardian 
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Causing a Controversy 
Reading controversial fiction 

Reading the blurbs Class and individual work 

Printed below are the blurbs and opening paragraphs from two award winning but controversial novels for teenagers: 
Junk by Melvin Burgess and Stone Cold by Robert Swindells. The people who write blurbs are trying to do several things 
in a very few words: 

– tempt you into buying and reading the book 

– give some idea of what type of book it is (for example, romance or horror) and who will enjoy it (for 
example, teenagers or sports fans) 

– let you know that it is both a good read and an important, well written book. 

■	 As a class, read the blurb for Junk and together use the prompts to help you analyse it. 

The blurb for Junk suggests it is a … … … novel

It is aimed at … … …

We think it will be about … … …

We think it might have caused a controversy because … … …

The blurb does/does not tempt us to read on because … … …

■	 Talk about how the blurb writer for Junk creates this impression. Some techniques they use are suggested here: 

– an intriguing summary of the novel 

– choice of extracts from the novel 

– choice of adjectives 

– quotations from other readers or reviewers 

– extra information on the cover. 

Junk 

Junk = HEROIN = BLISS = DESPAIR = A LOVE AFFAIR 
YOU’LL NEVER FORGET 

Tar loves Gemma, but Gemma doesn’t want to be tied 
down – not to anyone or anything. 

Gemma wants to fly. But no one can fly for ever. 

One day, somehow, finally, you have to come down. 

‘Believable and rivetingly readable. I couldn’t put it 
down.’ Evening Standard 
‘Haunting and remarkable for the insight and 
understanding with which the author develops the 
characters’ Guardian 
‘A new and powerful talent who offers few easy 
solutions’ The Times 
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Causing a Controversy 
■	 Working on your own or in pairs, do the same for the blurb for Stone Cold (below), then share what you notice with 

the rest of the class. Which blurb most makes you want to read on? Why is this? 

Stone Cold 

Winner of the Carnegie Medal

KIDS ARE DISAPPEARING, BUT NO ONE CARES.

Homeless, frightened and alone, Link finds himself 
down-and-out in London after fleeing from his brutish 
stepfather.

He only survives because he’s befriended by streetwise 
Ginger. When Ginger suddenly disappears, Link is in 
despair.

Then he meets Gail, and even the cold doorways and 
hard pavements don’t seem so bad. He even stops 
thinking about Ginger. But other kids are vanishing now. 
Intent on his grisly mission, the man who calls himself 
Shelter stalks his next victim. Will it be Link?

‘A gripping, haunting tale’ Publishing News 

Novel openings Pair, class and individual work 

The opening paragraphs from Junk and Stone Cold novels are printed below. 

■	 Read both openings and, in pairs, share your general impressions. In each case talk about whether you would you 
like to read more and why. 

A boy and a girl were spending the night together in the back seat of a Volvo estate car. The car was in a 
garage. It was pitch black. 
‘I’m hungry,’ complained the girl. 
The boy turned on a torch and peered inside a grey canvas rucksack beside him. ‘There’s an apple.’ 
‘Nah. Any crisps left?’ 
‘Nope.’ 
Gemma sighed and leaned back in the car. She pulled a blanket over herself. ‘It’s cold,’ she said. 
‘Barry’ll be here soon,’ Tar said. He watched her closely in the torchlight, frowning anxiously. ‘Sorry you 
came?’ he asked. 
Gemma looked over and smiled. ‘Nah.’ 

From Junk by Melvin Burgess 

You can call me Link. 

It’s not my name, but it’s what I say when anybody asks, which isn’t often. I’m invisible, see? One of the 
invisible people. Right now I’m sitting in a doorway watching the passers-by. They avoid looking at me. 
They’re afraid I want something they’ve got, and they’re right. Also, they don’t want to think about me. 
They don’t like reminding I exist. Me, and those like me. We’re living proof that everything’s not all right 
and we make the place untidy. 

Hang about and I’ll tell you the story of my fascinating life. 
From Stone Cold by Robert Swindells 
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Causing a Controversy 
■	 As a class, read the first paragraph of Junk again, this time concentrating on the way it is written. Does the extract: 

– introduce a character 

– use dialogue 

– describe a place 

– suggest a problem 

– introduce a theme 

– suggest a possible plot? 

■	 On your own, do the same for the first paragraph of Stone Cold. 

Class feedback Class work 

■	 Share what you have noticed about the similarities and differences between the way Junk and Stone Cold begin. 

Choosing a novel Homework 

■	 Based on both the blurb and the opening, choose the novel that you would most like to read. Write a paragraph 
explaining why you would like to read it and what you think it will be about. 

Reading the novels 
You are going to read either Junk or Stone Cold. For each novel there are extracts from reviews and newspaper articles 
and some ideas for activities to help you read, talk and write about the one you choose. Either keep a reading diary 
while you read or work through the activities suggested on pages 6 to 14. 

Wider reading Individual work 

■	 After reading Junk and Stone Cold, use this reading trail to help you find other books you might enjoy or which you 
might want to compare with one of the novels you have already read. All the books listed have both shocked and 
impressed readers. Many have won important prizes. 

Focus on Focus on Robert Focus on Robert Focus on Focus on growing up Focus Focus on 
Melvin Burgess Cormier Swindells difficult on tough relationships 

teenagers issues 
Baby and the Fly Tenderness, Dosh; Junk; Postcards From No Stone Cold; Dear Nobody; 
Pie; After the First Abomination; Georgie; Man’s Land; Junk; Postcards From No 
Bloodtide; Death; Wrecked. The Tulip Touch. Dear Nobody; Tenderness; Man’s Land; 
Lady – my Life Heroes; Junk; Bloodtide; Bloodtide; 
as a Bitch. The Chocolate War; No turning back. I am the Tenderness; 

I am the Cheese. Cheese. The Chocolate War. 

A reading diary Individual work 

■	 As you read, you could keep a reading diary in which you note down your response, any questions you have or 
ideas you would like to follow up. Use the prompts to help you. 

– What the story is about (subject, themes). 

– Who tells the story (one of the characters, different characters, an unseen narrator). 

– The characters (whether you like them or not, their relationships). 

– The way the story is told (for example, word choices, dialogue, description, switching points of view, 
techniques to develop tension). 

– The ending. (Does it connect with the opening? Is everything sorted out? Is there a moral or message?) 

You might find it helpful and enjoyable to stop three or four times during reading to talk to other people who have 
chosen to read the same book as you. 
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Video pages
The download you are previewing is a Video PDF publication. 

This preview does not include the video pages.

In the download video pages (like a DVD) are included at the end of the PDF. They look like this:

These pages include all the video clips referred to in the activity sheets. 

For a preview of the video clips included in the Video PDF publication, please click ‘Video preview’ on 
the website. 
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