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Stop! Read me!
1. What does this Video PDF include?

Pages 1-17 are activity sheets for you to 
print out. They look like this:

Activities which use a video clip are 
indicated with this icon:

Clicking on this icon will take you directly 
to the video page.

Pages 18-24 are video pages (like a 
DVD). They look like this:

These pages include all the video clips 
referred to in the activity sheets.

2. How do I play the video clips?
First make sure you have saved the fi le to your desktop. 

To play the video clips you need to open the fi le in Adobe Reader 9 or above. 

You can download this free application by clicking here. 

Follow the instructions to install the latest version of the Adobe Reader program. Once it is installed 
and you have agreed the license, open the program. 

Go to ‘File – Open’ and navigate your way to the PDF you have downloaded. NB: The video fi les 
will not display or play if you open the PDF in Adobe Reader 8 or below.

Move your cursor onto the video image. Click and the video will begin to play within the page.

To play the video clips to a class you will need a computer, data projector and screen.

3. How can I play the video clips full screen?
Position the cursor on the video image. On a PC: right click. On a Mac either right click or 
‘Control+click’.

4. How do I stop the video clips playing?
Either move to another page in the PDF or click the Play/Pause button on the control panel, as shown 
here. NB: The control panel is visible only when you move your cursor over the video image.

5. What do I do after the video clip has fi nished playing in full screen mode?
To exit full screen mode, press the escape button on your computer.

Activities which use a video clip are 

http://get.adobe.com/reader/


Kit’s Wilderness

1© English and Media Centre, 2002, 2011 Kit’s Wilderness

In this unit you will:

– read the novel Kit’s Wilderness

– look in detail at the way David Almond uses language to create character and setting and to  
explore themes and ideas

– explore the structure of the novel

– use role play to help you understand the characters and themes in the novel

– do some creative writing of your own.

‘They thought we were dead’

Games, gangs and dares Pair and class work

Most children have been in a gang at some time, or have been dared to do something they knew was 
dangerous, or have made up a game that was kept a secret from adults. Did you? If so, why did you do it? 
What did it feel like?

n	 In pairs, or as a class, share your memories of:

– being part of a gang

– doing something you knew was dangerous

– making up games with special rules

– scaring yourself or playing games that scared you

– doing something for a dare

– keeping secrets from adults.

The writer David Almond has a very vivid memory of a game he used to play at primary school. Here he 
explains why the memory is so powerful.

The ‘game called Death’ came from this game that I remember from my own primary 
school. I had a memory of some of the older boys playing a game that used to terrify 
me. I remember one sunny afternoon seeing two boys crouching in long grass outside 
the school; one boy knelt beside the other boy, whispered something into his ear, and 
touched him, and the boy just crumpled down into the grass. When I started writing 
Kit’s Wilderness, the memory of that game kept coming back and back.

 

n	 Choose the game or dare which you remember most clearly or which has affected you most deeply and write a 
few sentences trying to capture what you felt at the time.

Exploring the title Individual and class work

The title of the novel you are going to read is Kit’s Wilderness. The story is divided into three main sections: 
Autumn, Spring, Winter.

n	 Write the title of the novel and its three sections in your book. Leave plenty of space round each one. Make a note 
of the meanings and associations of each word and the ways in which they might be connected. What do the 
titles suggest the book will be about? Do you think the order of the three sections is important?

n	 Collect together your ideas as a whole class, then read what David Almond says about the title.
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I hadn’t thought about this until one day a boy asked me why I have wilderness 
in this book and in my other book. What is it about wilderness? Then I realised it 
was something to do with a sense that the characters have to go into some kind 
of wilderness. This is both a real wilderness which is in their world, but I think it’s 
also a kind of spiritual wilderness. The characters have to take chances, and to go 
to places that are dangerous mentally and spiritually, in order to become what they 
can be. It’s something that’s been used right through history. We read in King Arthur 
and the Knights of the Round Table about people travelling across the wasteland to 
find something. And I think there’s something very, very basic about needing to go 
to places that challenge us and not always taking the easy way out. Kit doesn’t take 
the easy way out, he goes into his wilderness.

Reading the prologue Pair and class work

Kit’s Wilderness begins with a Prologue.

n	 Listen to the Prologue being read aloud and use the questions listed here to help you work out what is going on.

– Who is it about?

– What is happening or seems to have happened?

– Where and when do you think it is set?

n	 Make a note of anything which strikes you as interesting about the way it has been written and share this with the 
rest of the class.

n	 Working as a class, highlight all the patterns you notice. Some things you might look out for are suggested here:

– opposites (for example, colours, light and dark)

– repetition

– balanced sentences

– balanced ideas

– rhythm.

You could also link together words and ideas which seem to you to be connected, for example, ‘ghosts’, 
‘magic’ and ‘ancient pebbles’ might suggest that the story will not be set in the real world.

n	 Predict what you think might be the importance of these patterns in the novel.

n	 Read the first three chapters.

A personal response Homework

n	 Write a short personal response to the opening chapters of Kit’s Wilderness. You could think about:

– the way David Almond draws the reader into the story

– Kit and what he might be thinking and feeling about Stoneygate, his new school and gang

– what the other characters (especially Askew and Allie) are like

– what the ‘game called Death’ might be

– anything you like or dislike about the way the story is written.
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A sense of place – exploring Stoneygate

Reading Kit’s Wilderness Class and pair work

David Almond explains that the setting for Kit’s Wilderness is very important. The idea for the story grew out of 
his memories of the town where he grew up.

For me Kit’s Wilderness began by being a story about a place called Stoneygate. I 
grew up in Felling-on-Tyne, a town which had lots of abandoned coal mines and 
where there had been a pit disaster. In the little graveyard where we used to dare 
each other to go, there was a monument to a famous pit disaster in 1812, when 
97 people had been killed. All this monument is, is a list of names and most of 
the names on that gravestone were of young boys: Peter Barnes aged 12, Thomas 
whoever aged 7. I realised, looking back, that as a young boy growing up in that 
town, we played on the surface of the land where little boys had been killed 
underneath. And if I had lived 100 years earlier, maybe I would have been in the pits 
as well. So the story grew out of that memory.

n	 Listen to Chapters 4 and 5 being read out loud. As you listen, pay attention to the way David Almond describes 
Stoneygate and its community.

When we read or listen to a story, we get a picture in our mind of what the characters and the places look like. 
Different readers will have very different pictures in their head – even though they have read the same story. 
This is why films can sometimes be a bit of a disappointment. 

n	 What do you imagine Stoneygate looks like? In pairs, talk about the pictures you have in your head. You could also 
do a quick sketch if it helps you explain what you see in your mind’s eye.

n	 Listen to a few people describe their mind-pictures and, as a class, try to pin down in just four or five adjectives 
what you think Stoneygate must be like.

Exploring the importance of place Pair work

The way Stoneygate is described gives the reader a clear picture of where the events take place. The place of 
Stoneygate is important to the story David Almond is telling.

n	 Skim read through the first five chapters and find three descriptions of Stoneygate. You could choose a description 
of the landscape and what it looks like or a description of the type of place it is and its atmosphere (for example, 
friendly or depressed). Make a note of the following:

– your response to the description and the way it is written (for example, David Almond’s choice of adjective)

– any connections you can see between the description of Stoneygate and what the story of Kit’s Wilderness 
seems to be about so far.

n	 Take it turns to read out and explain the quotations you have chosen.

In Stoneygate there was a 
wilderness

Links to the ‘game of Death’ 
which sounds wild

Sounds hard

Empty, frightening, 
uncontrolled

How does this wilderness link to the title? David Almond 
talks about the wilderness being in Kit’s head
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Video pages
The download you are previewing is a Video PDF publication. 

This preview does not include the video pages.

In the download video pages (like a DVD) are included at the end of the PDF. They look like this:

These pages include all the video clips referred to in the activity sheets.

For a preview of the video clips included in the Video PDF publication, please click ‘Video preview’ on 
the website.
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