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1. What does this EMCdownload publication include?
This EMCdownload publication includes two separate PDFs.

– A PDF called Kindertransport_Print.pdf, a print-friendly version of the publication for your 
reference or to use as worksheets for students.

– A Video PDF called Kindertransport_Video.pdf, a screen-friendly version of the publication 
for showing on a whiteboard via your computer and data projector. It includes all the video 
clips referred to in the activities. Activities which use a video clip are indicated with this icon in 
both the print and screen versions:       Clicking on this icon in the screen-friendly Video PDF 
will take you directly to the video page. 

2. How do I play the video clips?
First make sure you have saved the fi le to your desktop. 

To play the video clips you need to open the fi le in Adobe Reader 9 or above. NB: The 
video fi les will not display or play if you open the PDF in Adobe Reader 8 or below. You can 
download this free application by clicking here. 

Follow the instructions to install the latest version of the Adobe Reader program. Once it is 
installed and you have agreed the licence, open the program. 

Go to ‘File – Open’ and navigate your way to the Video PDF you have downloaded: 
Kindertransport_Video.pdf. 

Move your cursor onto the video image. Click and the video will begin to play within the page.

To play the video clips to a class you will need a computer, data projector and screen.

3. How can I play the video clips full screen?
Position the cursor on the video image. On a PC: right click. On a Mac right click or 
‘Control+click’.

4. How do I stop the video clips playing?
Either move to another page in the PDF or click the Play/Pause button on the control panel. 
NB: The control panel is visible only when you move your cursor over the video image.

5. What do I do after the video clip has fi nished playing in full 
screen mode?
To exit full screen mode, press the escape button on your computer.

both the print and screen versions:       Clicking on this icon in the screen-friendly Video PDF 
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Teachers’ Notes
Kindertransport is perhaps one of the less well-known modern plays on GCSE and A Level 
specifications but, as we hope to demonstrate through these resources it is a powerful and 
engaging text which provides opportunities to challenge your students whilst remaining 
accessible.

At the heart of Approaches to Kindertransport are the video interviews with playwright Diane 
Samuels and with Vera Coppard, who escaped Germany on the kindertransport in 1939, 
providing insight into the context of the play, its dramatic construction and development, 
characterisation and themes. The publication is not designed to take you or your students 
through the play scene by scene, line by line. Instead, we have picked some aspects of the 
text that we think are important and interesting and, drawing on the interviews, we have 
developed activities to support students in getting to know the text, clarifying their ideas 
about language, theme and character and helping them to understand the context of the 
play’s production and reception. 

The resource can be adapted for use at either GCSE or A Level and the activities can be 
integrated into your existing schemes of work or used as a springboard to develop new ones. 
The activities are broadly organised into sections for before, during and after reading, and 
include speaking and listening, reading and writing activities. 

Notes on Specific Activities
2. ‘Some Context’
The date/figure matching activity is intended as a quick, light-touch introduction to some of 
the events which inform the play. Students should use their own powers of deduction and the 
information they have gleaned from listening to the video interviews in clips 1 and 2 (Activity 
1). There is no need to provide students with contextual information at this stage or to send 
them off on a research task.

1939
The year the Second World War began (September 3rd). The 
kindertransport mission stopped as soon as war broke out. 

10,000 The number of children saved by the kindertransport rescue mission.

1933 The year Hitler came to power. 

1.5 million The number of children who died during the Holocaust. 

£50
The sum of money the British government required for each child that 
came in on the kindertransport (equivalent to about £2,500 now).

1938 
The year Kristallnacht took place on 8th-9th November. (Kristallnacht 
(translates as ‘The Night of the Broken Glass’.) The kindertransports 
began shortly after this. 

1989 The 50th anniversary of the kindertransport rescue mission. 
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3. ‘Continuum Line’
To do Activity 3 students need to have read the transcript of the interview with Vera Coppard 
in Activity 2.

5. ‘Mothers and Daughters’
If you wish to simplify this activity, you could select fewer quotations for each group or share 
out the set of quotations between groups.

6. ‘Debating the Themes and Ideas in the Play’
There is a risk with this activity that students will feel they must adapt their own views to 
coincide with the playwright’s views. It might be helpful to remind the students that their 
response to the text is absolutely valid (even if it differs to the playwright’s original intentions) 
and that as long as their ideas are rooted in the text, they can (and should) develop their own 
interpretations. 

12. ‘Further Video Clips’
It might be helpful to point out to students that though the playwright discusses the 
characters as if they are real people, in a literary essay they should remember that they are 
characters created by Diane Samuels. As students of literature and in the context of exams, 
they should discuss the characters as literary constructs. 
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Before Reading
1. Symbolic Images 
1. In pairs, look at the images you have been given (pages 5 to 8). What do you associate 

with these images? Don’t just describe what is in the picture – think about what it 
symbolises and consider your emotional response to it. Here are some suggestions to 
start you off. 

2. Talk about how the images might link together.

Watching Video Clips 1 and 2
3. Now watch the following two clips from the video 

interviews. 

1. The fi rst is an interview with Vera Coppard who left 
Germany on a kindertransport train in 1939. The 
kindertransport trains were organised by the British 
Jewish Refugee Committee and they brought Jewish 
children (without their parents) out of Germany and 
Nazi-occupied Europe between December 1938 and 
September 1939.

2. The second is with Diane Samuels, who wrote the play 
Kindertransport.

Do you want to add anything to your ideas now that you have listened to the two clips? Think 
about how the images link to the interviews. What new insights do they give you into the 
possible meanings of the images?

4. Share your ideas with the rest of the class.

new beginnings

journey

saying goodbye

being reunited

sadness

 joy

excitement

 possibility the unknown

the past

Vera Coppard

Diane Samuels



http://www.emcdownload.co.uk                © English & Media Centre 2012                EMC Approaches to Kindertransport   9

2. Some Context
A list of some key dates and figures related to the play Kindertransport is included on page 
10.

1. Together try to match the date or figure with the statement explaining what it signifies. 
Use your own powers of deduction and what you’ve learned from the video interviews in 
clips 1 and 2.

2. In pairs, talk about your response to these facts and figures. Are there any that 
particularly struck you? Why? 

3. Given this information, what do you think this play is going to be about? Share your ideas 
as a class.

Further Work on Context
1. Read the transcript of Vera Coppard talking about her experiences in Berlin from 1933 

until she left on a kindertransporter in 1939. As you read, make a note of anything she 
describes that you want to know more about.

2. With the rest of your class, pool a list of the things you would like to know more about. 

3. Share out the areas to research between the class. 

4. Research the key information about the area you have been given and prepare some 
notes so that you can feed back to the rest of your class.

Here are some websites that might help you in your research:
http://www.20thcenturylondon.org.uk/kindertransports
http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/kindertransport
http://www.ushmm.org/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holocaust/kindertransport.shtml

Some tips for effective research:
– Before you begin, make a note of what you already know about the topic and 

three or four key things you would like to know.
– When you find some information that looks like it might answer one of your 

questions, skim-read it, then read it again more carefully.
– Ask yourself whether your sources are reliable and trustworthy.
– Read the information again and highlight or underline relevant words and phrases.
– Make brief, key word notes. Do not copy out big chunks or cut and paste.
– Note for yourself where the information came from.
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Date/figure Significance

1939

10,000

1933

1.5 million

£50

1938

1989

The year the Second World War began (September 3rd). The kindertransport mission 
stopped as soon as war broke out. 

The number of children saved by the kindertransport rescue mission.

The year Hitler came to power.

The number of children who died during the Holocaust. 

The sum of money the British government required for each child that came in on the 
kindertransport (equivalent to about £2,500 now).

The year Kristallnacht took place on 8th-9th November. (Kristallnacht translates as ‘The 
Night of the Broken Glass’.) The kindertransports began shortly after this. 

The 50th anniversary of the kindertransport rescue mission. 
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Vera Coppard on Life in Germany in the 1930s
My name is Vera Coppard and I was born in Berlin in 1926. That, so my parents told me was a very 
good time in Germany. I was born into a middle class family – my father was a doctor – and life 
was good if you were middle-class. There was a tremendous amount of unemployment but it didn’t 
touch my family a great deal and we lived in a very beautiful flat on the Kurfürstendamm which is 
the most famous street in Berlin. My mother wanted to have a house built and that was arranged and 
it was built to be ready in 1933. It was a very beautiful Bauhaus house in the Grunewald, again a 
very nice area.

Hitler came to power in 1933. I was 7. If you were anything other than white and Aryan you 
could feel tension. My parents were tense and I could feel that something was going on. I didn’t 
understand it, of course, but it was a very slow process. In 1933 there was the burning of the books 
at the Reichstag (which is the parliament) by anyone Jewish of course, but also by any author, any 
writer, any musician, any philosopher whose views did not coincide with Hitler’s views even if they 
were not Jewish. The books went on the fire. 

Well, that was in ’33 but it was a terrible shock and then things happened slowly. In 1935 we had an 
experience which has never left me. 

My mother had been to see her brother who lived in a small block of flats. She’d rushed home 
because my father was at a doctor’s meeting and we were alone (I have a sister eight years older 
than me). In the early evening we suddenly heard a banging on the door – it can’t have been that 
early because I was asleep – so probably it was about 9 o’clock and we heard this banging on the 
door. My mother had put the latch on the door but that didn’t stop a group of about 12 brownshirts 
rushing into the house, claiming my mother must have papers buried in the garden. My mother 
was a very tough woman and she said okay if I’ve got something buried in the garden here are the 
spades you go and dig in the garden and they did that at first. Anyway, they dug and when they had 
finished their digging and couldn’t find anything they came into the house. 

Apparently (and this bit I don’t remember) I rushed down the stairs and said, ‘It’s disgusting that 
they come and wake up children.’ My sister – eight years older than me – was hiding in a cupboard. 
Meanwhile, and this is the picture I will never forget, my mother was in the corner of our fairly 
large vestibule and there were three Nazis covering her with rifles. They then asked whether we had 
any wine and there was some wine in the cellar and they brought it up and they started drinking it 
and playing Nazi songs on the piano and had a wonderful time. 

They left at about 4 o’clock in the morning having found nothing, of course. So that was 1935. 

I went to a typical German girls school again in a good area and there were fewer and fewer Jewish 
children there. 

I think it was in 1937 that rationing was introduced in Germany because Hitler was obviously 
preparing for war. I don’t understand why the rest of the world did not take any notice. Or maybe 
they took notice and closed an eye or both eyes. We had rationing of all the essentials – it was guns 
before butter. Once a month we had to cook everything in one saucepan to save gas and electricity 
and we had blackout practices also in ’37. It meant an air raid siren would sound that wailing 
sound and if it was at night you had to have blackout curtains. On one occasion they did one of 
these air raid practices during the day when I was out at a bakers and I had to stand on the street 
together with everybody else with my right arm raised shouting, ‘Heil Hitler’. If I hadn’t done that, 
I wouldn’t be sitting here now. So those were the conditions that we lived under. 

My first personal experience was a little bit earlier when I had been pushed into the street by a 
young boy and another young boy cycled over me. I’ve had back problems ever since. The next 




