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1. What does this eMCdownload publication include?
This EMCdownload publication is a Video PDF. It includes both pages for printing and
pages with video clips embedded for showing on a whiteboard via your computer and data
projector. Activities which use a video clip are indicated with this icon in both the print and
screen versions:
Clicking on this icon will take you directly to the video page.
2. how do I play the video clips?
First make sure you have saved the file to your desktop.
To play the video clips you need to open the file in Adobe Reader 9 or above. NB: The video files
will not display or play if you open the PDF in Adobe Reader 8 or below. You can download this
free application by clicking here.
Follow the instructions to install the latest version of the Adobe Reader program. Once it is
installed and you have agreed the licence, open the program.
Go to ‘File – Open’ and navigate your way to the Video PDF you have downloaded:
Kindertransport_Video.pdf.
Move your cursor onto the video image. Click and the video will begin to play within the page.
To play the video clips to a class you will need a computer, data projector and screen.

3. how can I play the video clips full screen?
Position the cursor on the video image. On a PC: right click. On a Mac right click or
‘Control+click’.

4. how do I stop the video clips playing?
Either move to another page in the PDF or click the Play/Pause button on the control panel. NB:
The control panel is visible only when you move your cursor over the video image.

5. What do I do after the video clip has ﬁnished playing in full screen mode?
To exit full screen mode, press the escape button on your computer.
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Introduction

I n tr o d u cti o n
The Print Resources
The Road is a short, accessible yet rewarding read which richly repays close study. It is
particularly interesting for students analysing narrative. The material in the study guide
reflects this, with emphasis being placed on the exploration of key aspects of the narrative,
for example its structure, voice, prose style and so on, and brief suggestions for during
reading activities. Our aim in putting together this material is to support students in gaining
the confidence to range around the novel, developing a sophisticated ability to balance ‘big
picture’ overview with detailed analysis.

The Video Interview
The video interview with Adam Roberts has been divided into nine short sections, listed
below. In some cases Roberts’ discussion provides students with particular knowledge (for
example about the literary context of science-fiction or post-apocalyptic literature); at other
points he offers a reading with which students can engage as a piece of criticism.
We have suggested points at which you might show students specific interview clips to
introduce, consolidate or perhaps extend their own thinking about an aspect of the novel. On
page 44, we take a rather different approach to the interview, listing 12 common questions
students might have on The Road, with pointers to which clips offer the most relevant
discussion.
1. Science-fiction, apocalyptic fiction and The Road
2. The Road and post-apocalyptic literature
3. The child
4. The end
5. Good guys and bad guys
6. Fire – a symbol
7. A pared down style
8. The handling of time
9. The impact of the novel.

Using the film adaptation of The Road
The 2009 film adaptation of The Road is, as Cormac McCarthy himself recognises, a
powerful piece of storytelling in its own right. As such it is a double-edged sword for students
and teachers working on the novel. On the one hand, as an adaptation which strives to
remain faithful to the spirit of McCarthy’s text, it can be a useful teaching tool, providing
students with a way into a critical exploration of the novel. On the other hand, it is an
adaptation, not an unproblematic translation of text to screen, and it is important, of course,
that in examination or coursework students are able confidently to discuss the novel, not the
film. The activities on pages 34 to 39 seek to use the film as a tool for opening up discussion
of the novel, its narrative structure, voice, use of symbolism and so on.
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Before Reading

B e f o r e

R e a d i n g

Exploring Expectations
Some of the ‘story ingredients’ of The Road are listed below, along with 10 short quotations
and some statistics on the vocabulary McCarthy uses through the whole novel (page 6).
Work in pairs or small groups.
1.

Focusing first on the ‘story ingredients’ only, talk about your expectations of the novel.
Use the prompts below to get your discussion started:
–

the type of novel it might be (the genre/s it seems to draw on or fit well with)

–

the story (what might happen)

–

themes (the ideas it might raise)

–

characters and relationships

–

the way the story might be told.

2.

Next, focus on the quotations. Read the extracts out loud, paying attention to the
sounds of the words and the rhythm of the writing.

3.

Again using the prompts, add to your first expectations of the novel.

4.

Finally, look at the statistics. In what ways does this statistical information strengthen,
or cause you to question, your thinking about The Road?

5.

Drawing on the work you have done so far, write about 100 words exploring your
expectations of the novel, to share in class feedback.

Story ingredients
The road

Grey

The man

Abandoned houses

The boy

A lost lighter

The cart

The outline of a city

A journey to the sea

Ash

A mountain pass

A jack-knifed trailer

A can of Coca Cola

2 bullets in a gun

Decanting dregs of oil

Washing in a waterfall

Snow, rain, cold
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Before Reading
Quotations
This is my child, he said. I wash a dead man’s brains out of his hair. That is
my job.
Yes I am, he said. I am the one.
Tomatoes, peaches, beans, apricots. Canned hams. Corned beef.
Are we still the good guys, he said.
We should go, Papa, he said. Yes, the man said. But he didn’t.
The snow fell nor did it cease to fall.
Okay? Okay.
They sat on the edge of the tub and pulled their shoes on and then he
handed the boy the pan and soap and he took the stove and the little bottle
of gas and the pistol and wrapped in their blankets they went back across
the yard to the bunker.
Tolling in the silence the minutes of the earth
She was gone and the coldness of it was her final gift.

Statistics (based on the whole novel)

6
Road Update 03.10.2011.indd 6

Word

No. of times used
in the novel

Word

No. of times used
in the novel

after

45

down

244

ago

17

fire

136

back

252

man

193

before

45

okay

195

beyond

45

rain

44

blackened

19

sorry

27

blanket

193

time

100

could

189

water

109
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