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It’s Good to Talk – Developing Group Work in English
ResearchEd Sat 9th Sept 2017

Further reading on research on group work

1. EMC’s project
Links to blogs, video clips and information about the project are on a project page on EMC’s website

https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/cpd-and-consultancy/our-projects/its-good-to-talk-developing-group-work-in-english

To find out more about the project, or join in on elements of our work, contact:

barbara@englishandmedia.co.uk

2. Other research studies, articles & background reading
'Discussion-Based Approaches to Developing Understanding: Classroom Instruction and Student Performance in Middle and High School English' Applebee, Arthur N., Judith A. Langer, Martin Nystrand and Adam Gamoran. American Educational Research Journal, Vol 40, No 3 (Autumn, 2003)

‘Research on the Role of Classroom Discourse as it Affects Reading Comprehension’ – Martin Nystrand
Research in the Teaching of English
Vol. 40, No. 4 (May, 2006), pp. 392-412
Published by: National Council of Teachers of English
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40171709

 ‘Developing Dialogue: Process, Trial, Outcomes’ – Robin Alexander
Write-up of the Cambridge Primary Review Trust / University of York Dialogic Teaching Project. Funded 2014-17 by the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF)
http://www.robinalexander.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/EARLI-2017-paper-170825.pdf

EEF Summary:
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/our-work/projects/dialogic-teaching/

Exploring Talk in School – ed Neil Mercer and Steve Hodgkinson
Chapter 1 ‘Exploratory Talk for Learning’ by Douglas Barnes is an excellent account of what we mean by exploratory talk and why it is such an important plank of learning in the classroom. Available online here:https://www.corwin.com/sites/default/files/upm-binaries/23512_01_Mercer_Ch_01.pdf

Interthinking – Putting Talk to Work – Karen Littleton and Neil Mercer
Chapter 1 ‘Understanding Interthinking’ provides an underpinning analysis of what happens when we talk constructively in groups and the kind of talk that develops ‘collective thinking’.

Constructive Talk in Challenging Classrooms – Valerie Coultas
Useful overview and rationale for group work, as well as practical suggestions, including ways of organizing groups, helping students to evaluate their talk.

Talking Points for Shakespeare Plays – Lynne Dawes
Statements for discussion provide the basis for many different group talk activities on 4 Shakespeare plays: Hamlet, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Romeo and Juliet and Richard III. The model is infinitely adaptable for other texts.

Douglas Barnes –  ‘Why Talk is Important’ 
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ912613.pdf

Language, The Learner and the Schools – Douglas Barnes 
(Out of print – available secondhand on Amazon)

3.Websites and online material on group work
Thinking Together Project
Neil Mercer at Cambridge University has done a lot of work on oracy and group work. The website for the project has some resources and ideas that are helpful for thinking about group work in the classroom.
http://thinkingtogether.educ.cam.ac.uk/

Let’s Think in English
This is a programme of teaching to help students develop thinking skills in English. The approach is one that develops students’ ability to question and read texts through structured group discussion. 
https://www.letsthinkinenglish.org/

[bookmark: _GoBack]School21
School21 is a recently established free school in London, that has been funded to research speaking and listening in the classroom. Group work is a major plank of that. They have started to produce some resources and material arising from the research.
http://www.voice21archive.org.uk/curriculum-culture/oracy-curriculum/unit-one-finding-our-voice




Barbara Bleiman – It’s Good to Talk Developing Group Work Handout at ResearchEd Conference Sept 2017

image1.jpeg
DEVELOPING GROUP
L WORK IN ENGLISH ~ EMC

i





105 Good to Tl - Deveoping Group Workin Engish
RescurhEa So 5" Semt 3017

Furver readioganresearch ongroup work
. B

[ —

o e sagoients B e, s et
S e o5 A G A e

T et P v 7o e o e o )
ol ea o et et
e

[ AR————




