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A MONSTER CALLS – 
BEFORE READING
Thinking About Monsters in Stories
As suggested by the title of the book, a monster is of central importance in Patrick 
Ness’s novel. 

 ❚ Before you start reading, in small groups discuss your favourite monsters from books 
you have read, stories you have heard, films or TV shows you have watched, or video 
games you have played. 

 ❚ Make a list of the monsters and what makes them memorable. 

 ❚ Discuss why you think people have always told stories with monsters in them.

 ❚ Share your lists and ideas around the class.

If you are stuck, take a look at some of the famous monsters. on page 8. 
 ⊲ What is striking about them? 
 ⊲ Why do you think they have captured the imagination of so many people for so 

many years?
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Creating Your Own Monster
In A Monster Calls, the monster emerges from a yew tree, like the one pictured below. 
Yew trees have a very special place in the British imagination for several reasons. An 
evergreen variety of tree, they can live to be up to 3000 years old (so coming to be 
associated with immortality), they can be found in many graveyards (so coming to be 
associated with death) and they are incredibly poisonous to humans and animals.

 ❚ In small groups discuss how you might create a monster out of a tree like this. You 
can use these questions to get your conversation going.

 ⊲ What does the monster look like?
 ⊲ How does the monster move?
 ⊲ What sounds does it make? 
 ⊲ Does the monster have a particular smell?
 ⊲ How does the monster transform from being just a tree?
 ⊲ Does the monster have any strengths or special powers?

 ❚ On your own write a description of your yew tree monster. If you like, you can 
describe meeting it yourself. As well as describing its appearance, you might like to 
write about what it makes you feel and think.

 ❚ Put your descriptions to one side, ready to come back to them after you have read 
the first two chapters. 
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Chapters 7, 8, 9 The Wildness of Stories; 
The First Tale; The Rest Of The First Tale

Thinking About the Monster’s Words
 ❚ Here are two things the Monster says in the first story:

‘Sometimes people need to lie to themselves most of all.’

‘There is not always a good guy. Nor is there always a bad one. Most people are 
somewhere in between.’

 ❚ As a whole class, discuss the significance of these statements to what you have read 
of A Monster Calls so far. In what ways do you think each one might be important as 
the novel progresses?

Possible Journal Entry
Discussion – Generating Ideas, Clarifying Thoughts
You are going to use role-play to generate ideas for your next journal entry.

 ❚ Working in pairs, take it in turns to role-play being the writer, Patrick Ness. In role, 
answer some or all of the following questions.

 ⊲ Why did you make Conor respond sarcastically to the Monster?
 ⊲ Are the Monster’s views about stories the same as your own? What does the 

Monster mean by ‘stories are wild creatures… When you let them loose, who 
knows what havoc they might wreak?’

 ⊲ Why did you make Conor interrupt the Monster’s story several times?
 ⊲ Why did you make the prince behave as he does?
 ⊲ Do you want your readers to take a moral or message from the monster’s first 

story? If so, what would it be?
 ⊲ What do you like about these chapters?

Writing Your Journal Entry
 ❚ Drawing on your discussion and ideas of your own, write your journal entry.

 ❚ Share examples of journal entries around the whole class, or in small groups.

 ❚ After listening to these entries, make a note in your journal of any new ideas you find 
particularly interesting and any new questions you have.
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Chapters 24-26 Punishment; A Note; 100 
Years

Possible Journal Entry
Discussion – Generating Ideas, Clarifying Thoughts
 ❚ In small groups discuss the chapters you have just read. You might like to think about:

 ⊲ What surprised you
 ⊲ Conor’s conversation with his headteacher 
 ⊲ Lily’s note to Conor
 ⊲ Conor’s mum’s condition and Conor’s reaction to her news
 ⊲ Your own emotional response to these chapters
 ⊲ What you think will happen next.

Writing Your Journal Entry
 ❚ Drawing on your discussion and ideas of your own, write your journal entry.

 ❚ Share examples of journal entries around the whole class, or in small groups.

 ❚ After listening to these entries, make a note in your journal of any new ideas you find 
particularly interesting and any new questions you have.

The Nightmare
In the next section of the novel, the monster and Conor will travel inside Conor’s 
nightmare. At the beginning of the novel, the monster says that Conor hides a truth and 
it is the thing that Conor is most afraid of. 

 ❚ Finish writing Conor’s nightmare. To remind yourself of what happens go back to the 
first page of the first chapter, and then continue writing after: ‘The one with the hands 
slipping from his grasp, no matter how hard he tried to hold on. The one that always 
ended with…’ 




