Some thoughts about the 10-minute playscripts

A quick read of the scripts, with no need to mark them, gives an insight into how
students are working. All of the students in this random sample have an awareness of
how to write a playscript, relative to a novel, with all of the following emerging in the
work:

- Use of interior monologue

- Strong audience awareness

- Good use of underspecification (the students understand they only need to
provide minimal details, with gaps filled in by the acting, but also by an
awareness of what has already occurred.

- Crafting action and placement of lines for dramatic effect

- Character motivation

- Use of stage directions written in a minimal style

- Use of lighting and staging

- Use of setting for effect

In reading the scripts, the teacher can gauge if students are struggling in any way. One
or two use contemporary language not suited to this period piece (e.g. use of ‘garage’ in
F), some have limited content, but even those students seem able to manage the form.
For example, J’s response needs developing, but the instruction ‘All goes black’ shows a
keen awareness of dramatic effect and how to use language economically.

Not only has this work motivated the students, it has helped cement their
understanding of the novel and to think hard about how meaning is communicated in
different forms.
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